Stock Diseases Bitl.

minded to be influenced by the emoluments of
office. When the hon. gentleman said that
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thieves of other people’s property could geta .

title of that property by virtue of possession
for a certain number of years, surely he (Mr.
Richardson) did not wish his argument to benr
Lha inference that certain people were propos-
ing to steul £20,000 of the taxpayers’ wmoncy,
under the guise of compensativn being paid for
ihe cessation of the grant to Assisted Schools.
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Fegislative Assembly,
Tucsday, 24th September, 1893,

. Fessaye from His Excellency the Adwinistrator

"This question was onc of such importance to

the couutry which so far had henrd nothing
of the debate, that he (Mr. Sitapson) urged the
Governwent to pernit the Committes to re-
port progress, and obtain leave to sit again
next week. He moved that the Committee
should report progress.

[While the division wns being taken the
electric light was extinguished, leaving the
chawber in drrkness for some moments.]

The Committee divided on the question that
progress should be reported with the following
regult .—

Ayes ... .- 11
Noes ... . a7
Majority against ... 6
AYES, NoEs.
Mr. Clarkson My. Burk
Mr. Counor Sir John Forrest
BMr. George Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Hooley Alr. Hassell
Mr. Ilingworth Mr., Keep
Mr. Leake Mr. Lufroy
My, Moran Ar. Lotou
My, Moss Mr, Martniou
Mr. Simpson Mr. Piesse
Mr. Solomon Mr. RHandell
Mr. James (Teller). Mr. Richardson
Mr. H. W, Sholl
8ir J. G. Lee Stecre
Mr. Throssell
Mr, Venn
Mr. Wood
Mr. Cookworthy
(Teller.)

Me. SIMPSON resumed his speech, urging
that the propused graunt was larger than the
electors of the colouy would be willing to con-
tribute to the Assisted Schools. He subsequ-
ently moved thut progress should be reported.

Question put and passed.

Progress reported, and leave piven to sit
again.

STOCK DISEASES BILL.
latroduced by the Arrorrey-GeNerar (Hon
&. Burt), and read a first time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The Huuse adjourned at 12.48 o’clock (nid-
night).

recommending Further Additional Eatimates of
Erpenditure— Fatra Postel Facilities for North
Perth— Estimates, 18956, further considiration
i comintttee ; Te-commuitted for constderation of
Additional Estimates, also of Further Additional
Esttinates— Partoership Bl coasideration of
Leyislative Conneills amendmonts, in commrttee—
Wesleyan  Methedists (Private) Ml 2 second
readiivg ; e comneittee— Roman Catholic Uhurck
Lands (Private) Bill; sicond reading : in com-
mitiee—iulvctoral Bill : second rveading—Huild-
ing Act Amendment Bill : second reading—
Trustee Chdinance Amendment Bill : second
- veeding ; i commitiee— Adjourinent.

e SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o’clock, pan.
PRAYERS.

MESSAGE FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THL
ADMINISTRATOR.
FURTHER ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES,

A Message was pregented to Mr. Speaker by
the Prewier, and was read as follows:—

Auvgex. C, OnsLow,

Adwinistrator,

The Administrator transmits to the Legis-
Intive Assembly Additional Estimates of
Expenditure for the yeur ending the 30th June,
1896, tu the extent of :£7,600, and recomwnends
sn nppropriation of the Consolidated Revenune
accordingly.

Gavernment House, Ferth, September 24th,
1895.

VIIL —COMMISSIONER OF RATLWAYS.
Ne. on Original Esti-

mate, which the
within ave to follow.
285 Tramway from Subiaco
to Sewage Farm £2,300
— Railway from  near
Buiswood to Perth
Racecourse ... £5,300
Total £7,600
EXTRA POSTAL FACILITIES FOR NORTEH
PERTH.

Mr WOOD, in accordance with mnotice,
asked the Premier whether it would be pos-
eible for the Governmnent to give postal ac-
comwmodution to the residents of North Perth,
either by the estaldishment of « post office, or
by placing a pillar-box at the corner of Pal-
merston and Brisbane.streets, und also one at
tho corner of Lincoln and Burt-streets.
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Tae PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forvest) re-
plied thatthe Postal Department had been
endeavoring to give accommodation to North
Perth, but, up to the present time, had been
unable o secure a building suituble for a post
and telegraph office. It was intended to
build an office, but, in the meantime, 3 pillar-
hox would be erected on a convenient site.

NEWSPAPER COMMENTS ON RAILWAY
INTERLOCKING GEAR.

Mr. RANDELL, without notice, usked
whether the Commissioner of Railways had
read an article published in Saturday’s West
Australian mnewspaper, on the question of
interlocking gear at the Perth railway station.

Tee COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Mon. H. W. Venn) replied that he had not
read the article referred to, but would do so.

DESPATCH re 'THE ABORIGINES PRO-
TECTION BOARD.

Mg, SIMPSON, without notice, asked
whether the Government had received the
promised despateh from the Secretary of State,
with regard to the abolition of the Aborigines
Protection Board,

Tus PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that the despatch from the Secretary of State
had now reached this colony, and he hoped to
be in a position to lay the despatch on the table
of the House that evening or at thenext sitting.

ESTIMATES, 1895-5.

The House went into committes for
urther consideration of the Estimates.

Yote : Water Supply, £47,861 15¢, 24.

Mr. R, F. SHOLL, referring to the Freman-
tle water supply, £4,850, said a large amount
of public money had been expended on this
water service, and the revenue reeeived from
those who used the walter was very inadequate.
Oniy £481 was received from householders for
the use of this water during the financial year
ended June last, while the expenditure in
maintaining the water service, including that
supplied to the shipping aud the railway, was
very large. The smallness of the revenue
from householders showed that the wajority
of them were not paying for the water, or the
money was not duly collected, or the rate
charged was nut suflicien’ vo repay interest on
the capital expended. A comparison between
the amount collected at Fremantle ,and the
amount collected from persons who used the
water supplied on the goldfields, was not in
favor of Fremantle.

the

[ASSEMBLY.]
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Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
{(Hon.H. W. Venn) said it was a fact that the
revenue received from the wusers of the
Government water in Fremantle hud not heen
such as might have been expected. Under the
powers of the new Act, the intention wius to
levy forthwith a rute of, he believed, 1s. in
the pound of ratenble value. The water supply
in Fremantle was formerly managed by the
Locomotive branch; but, since the new Act
was passed, the water supply accounta had
been transferred to on officer whose duty it
would be, in future, to see that the revenue
from this source was duly collected and paid.
Thenew Actgavepower tolevy awaterrateover
the whole of the municipality ; and, as this
had now been done, he (the Dirvector of Public
Workas) telt sure the water revenue for the
current twelve months wounld bemuch better
than that for the last year. There had, in
fact, been an extraordinary smount of diffieulty
in getting the money that w:s due from those
residents who used the wuter, in pust years;
but that would not be the case in the future,
as the Act gave power to sue for water rates
due and unpaid. ‘The whole sysiem wag
being improved.

Me. MARMION asked what nmount of rate
was bo be charged, in future.

Tue DIREQI'OR OF PUBLIC WORKS
snid he believed it would be 1s. in the pound.

Me. MABMION said that although 1e. in
the pound was charged in Perth for the
supply from a private company, who had
incurred a large outlay in bringing the water
some twenty miles from the Darling Hills yet
there was no similarity of cirenmstances, ns
between Perth und Fremantle, such as would
warrant the charging of the same rate in both
places. 'The cost of the supply in Fremantle
was comparatively small, as nature had pro-
vided a supply on the spot, and the machinery
for pumping was not expensive ; whereas the
cost of the water works for Perth amounted
to £160,000 or £180,000. Surely, if Fremantle
had been given o supply by nature, and the
Government had spent comparatively little in
utilisiug the local supply, it would not be fair
to eburge the Fremantle people the same rate
for using the water ae if it were an expensive
service like the private supply in Perth,

Tue Preaeg said the amount of the rate
in Fremantle had not been fixed yet.

Mr. MARMION suaid he hoped the difference
in local eircumstances would be taken into
uccount when fixing the rate.
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Tuz DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) gaid there had been a
tremendous waste of water in Fremantle, by
individuals watering their grounds in summer,
and, if, as was intended, the water was to be
supplied in such cases by meter, probably
those liberal users would have te pay wore
for the quantity used than if they were charg-
ed 1la. in the pound on the rateable vaiue of
their propertiea. Me would not recommend
the imposition of » rate so high as to be
oppressive, but the Fremantle people should
pay fairly for the water they used. If another
reservoir were made at Monument Hill, it
would probably supply North Fremantle also ;
and the further exicnsion of the supply that
was contewplated would give a good wator
service to the whole town at a stronger pressure
than at present.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL said the Public Works
Department had heen playing with this
question ; for althuugh the mew Aot with ro-
ting powers had been passed two sessions ago,
no seriony attempt to use the rating powers,
and enforce puyment of money due had yet
been mude. To judge by the small
amount eatimated to be received from
this source during the current year,—
only £500 as compared with £400 odd received
lagt year—the departnent evidently did not
intend to toke the matter seriously in hand.
Rather than play with the matter in this way,
the Governent should hand over the whole
working planlt at a valuation, and let the
Municipal Council, or a private company,
manage the supply on commereinl principles.
The bulk of the people using the water in
Freniantle did not appear to pay at all.

Me. WOOD said the Government should
hund over the water supply, as a going con-
cern, to the l'own Council—make them take
it. He had advocated this course years ago
when residing ir. Fremuntle, and it would be &
good thing to do so now, both for that town
und the colony.

Mg, SOLOMON said be conld not under.
stand the =mullness of the revenne shown for
last year, and he supposed there must have
been a considerable portion of it collected
after the financial year closed. If that were
included, the amount paid by the users of
water last year would be wuch larger,

Tue DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. 11. W. Venn) said the £500 estiwnted
t0 be received this yeur was from householders
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coly. There was & water revenue from ship-
ping as well.

Me, B. F. SHOLL said the amount receiv-
nble from shipping for water supplied would
in¢lude what was puid at other ports along the
coast, as well asat Fremantle. Asto arrears
being collested from Fremuntle heuseholders,
after the close of the financinl year, there
should have been outstanding amounts frow
the previous year, included in the last year’s
revenue, to make up for that. The Depart-
ment had, in fact, been playing with the mat-
ter, and not collecting the money that was due.

Mz, MOEAN, referring to the ** Goldfields
Wuter Service, £43,011 15s. 2d.”" said,
this sum wight uppear a large one, when added
to the dther expenditure on goldfields ; bug, in
the preeent estimate, not u single new work
was included, so that the whole of this money
was required to pay the wages of caretnkers at
the tanks, etc., the upkeep of existing works,
and the recoup of £26,511 138. 2d,, expended
under a resolution of this House. He took
this opportunity of reminding the Government
that they should be prepared for fresh

requirements of expenditure on new or
undeveloped goldfields, at centres where
the increasing population would want

water and other fucilities to be provided by
the Government. Some of the old tanks and
dums ulong the road would be disused by
travellers after the railway was opened. ‘Ube
Government might wisely nsk their responsible
engineer in the Water Supply branch toreport
on works which wouald probably be required
during the coming swinmer, o that, instead of
being ngnin taken by surprise, the Government
might be prepared for contingencies on the
Eastern goldfields.

Mz. ILLINGWORTH asked the meaving of
the item B “ Recoup of expenditare under
vesolution No. 64, 84, £26511 15s. 2d.;" also
as to what provision was made at Abbot's
Well, i the Nannive district.

Tne DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that as to Ablot’s
Well, the engineer recommended that the well
ghould be at the junction of two roads, and
instrnetion had been given for it to Le mude
there, ‘Yhe sum of £26,511 158 24, (Ttem 8)
was to recoup the expenditure made previonsly
out of the vote of £50,000 for goldfields water
gupply, & Replying to the remnrks of the
hon. member for Yilgarn, be suid that if the
provisions made for expected new require-
ments on the Bustern goldfields were not found
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to be sufficient, more fonds would have to b®
provided, and there would be no stint of funds
for kecping the goldfields supplied amply with
water during the coming summer.

Me. ILLING WORTH, referring to certuin
wal's in the Nannine district, said the use of
green mulga timber had so0 tainted the water
that these wells were useless for drinking pur-
poses.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Tur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC [WORKS -

(Hon. H. W. Venn) said that to cart timber
of a kind different from that which grew in
the district, and convey it hundreds of miles,
would be a dificult matter. T'be same trouble
with wells, through using green timber, had
ocourred on the Yilgarn railway, but,after the
water had Leen used out of the wells pretty
freely, the objectiomable tuint disappeared.
OF course green tim'ser would not be used for
wells where seagsoned timber could he
obtained.

Me. SIMPSON wue glad to hear thut this
mattor woa going to receive the attention of
the Departwent. He believed that one of the
causes of the water, in one particulir well,
being in ahad state was that the mulga used
for timbering hnd not been stripped of its bark.

Vote put und passed.

Vote: Mines, £23,295:

Mg, MORAN desired to pnblicly express his
warm approval of the mauner in which the
officers of this Department did their work,and
the courtecous and obliging treatment they
always extended to Lhe publie.
one which, he was sure, would be agreed to by
hou. members most heartily. There was one
itew that he pariicularly desired 1o refer to,
and that was with regard to the appointment
of mining inspectors. 'This new departure, he
hoped, would be attended with every success.
At the same tiwe, he would urge upon the
same Departmentthe necessity for getting
thoroughly good men for these posi
tions.  They wanted pructical men, with
Ausiralian evxperience, and too much attention
should not Le paid to a high sounding fitle,
represcoted by half the letters in the aiphabet,
which renlly signified nothing. Practical ex-
perience was the best qualification for the
position. The work of the Depurtment had
been well done in the past, and there was
every reason to aniicipate the same thing for
the future. He wouid impress upon the head
of the Department the necessity for seeing
that the ofiicers charged with the administra-
vivn of uffairs on the poldfields showed no

The vote was !
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undne favoritism, or arrogated to themselves
undue powers. There was, undoubtedly, a
great future before the wining industry in
this enlony ; and the Depurtinent should be
rendily supplied with all the funds requisite for
ita proper development.

Mg. R, P, SHOLL was surc thut if ¢the
Governmont desired an experienced man, they
conld not do Letter than consult the hon.
member for Yilgarn, who had * humped a
bluey ** for somu weeks during hizs  clection
campaign, and was, thervefore, hound to know
all aliout the goldfields. Consequently,it would
betaken for granted that the Government
would follow any course the wisdom of the
hon. member suggested to be the right one.

AMe. WOOD said thero was one feature he
should like fo see introducedinte this Depart-
ment, and that was that the Wardenashould
not he left too long in one particular loecality.
He noticed efforts were being made to retuin a
particular Warden in one of the distriets, but
he thought it advisable that these officinls
should be moved ahout,

Mg. A. FORREST agreed that the manage-
ment of this Departruocnt had met with general
satisfaction, but, in looking through the Bski-
mates, some anomulies wers appurent. For in-
stance, the Mining Registrar in the compara-
tively unimportant locality of Nannine was
paid £225 a year, while the gentloman filling
the sume office at the most important centre
of the goldfields (Kalgoorlie), was only re-
ceiving £200 a year, There was nothing to be
suid against the Murchison, but there should
not be these differences in the salaries. The
suggestion that Wardens should be moved
from one locality to another was 1o the right
diregtion. Tf would he most advantageous for
the mining industry, if Wardens were not per-
mitted to remain too long in the one locality,
for, even with the best wan, achange would
be udvisable. He would say the same thing
of resident wagistrates, and any officer who
filled a similar position. It was notorious that
it did not act well te leave anyone too long in
one locality, and, if the changes were general,
there could be no reflection on any particular
Warden.

Tur PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
warked that hon. memhers should bear in
mind the fact thet the Istimatss of the De-
partment had heen framed some months since,
and probahly Kalgoorlie was not then such an
important place as it was now, but the Minis-
ter of Mines would take every care that the
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salury was propertionate to the reaponsibilities
of the office. 3o far asto what had beeu
said in regard to the removal of Wardens
was concerned, that was a question wupon
which & good deal conld be said on
both sides, and it would be just as logical
to suggest that the Judges should not
be allowed to remain too long in one locality
either. However, Wardens were heing con-
tinually promoted, and, in this way, the re-
wovals desired by hon. members were being
carried oub, without the necessity of any
particular alteration in the present methods of
the Department.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL thought the snggestion of
the hon, member for West Perth was a wise
one, and he hoped the Government would
endeavor to carry it out. To shift the Wardens
about o¢casionally would be to provide a very
wholesome check upon the way they did their
work. 1f a Warden did wrong and remained
in the one place, the fact might never be
discovered, butif he were removed to another
locality, it would probably be found out at
once. At the sama time, it should be borne in
mind, that the Wardens were not too well
paid, and, consequenfly, might be open to
temptation. He (Mr. Shbll) would like to see
them far more liberally treated in the matter
of salary, so thut the temptations in their way
wounld be less. Sofnr as the appointment of
wining registrars to important fields like
Kalgoorliec wag concerned, he hoped such
positions would be filled, as far as possible, by
the promotion of old officers situated on

goldfields which had not progressed to the

same extent as that where the vacancy
oceurred.

M=z. A, FORREST drew attention to the
fact that the Warden for Dundas had hias
guarters fourteen miles awny from Norseman,
which was the centre of the field. The Go-
vernment should alter this. The same officer
was not treated with sufficient liberality in tha
watter of forage allowance, considering the
high price of horse feed in that locality ; and
he could not understand the refusal of the
Department to supply this particelar Warden
with a bicycle. At present, the allowance was
not sufficient to meet the expenditlure cast
upon the Warden, if he carried out his work
properly.

Tee PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): I
will wention the matter to the Minister.

Mg, MORAN referring to the items,
« Inspector of Mines, Lastern Goldfields,
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£375,"” and ** Inspector of Mines, Central Gold-
fields, £375,” zaid, he understood the Eastern
Goldficlds would cowprise the immense
stretch of territery from Southern Cross, Mount
Jackson, Mount Darlot, right up to Kuraalpi,
and the Central Goldfield was correspondingly
large. Neither the salury of the Inspector nor
the forage allowance was sufiicient, if the hest
men were to be sepured, and he urged the
Department to be more liberal. The Inspectors
would have greater reaponasibilities even than
Wardens, and the public would look to them
for veliable information. A man fit for tho
position could command £500 4 year at any of
the mines, and the Government should not
offer a sulary which could only attractinferior

people. These inspectors would be called
upon, at times, to rTeport om various
districts, and muck would depend on

the way in which they carried out their work,
If low salaries were paid, it could only be
anticipated, that persons holding the office
would make up for it in other ways.

Me. ILLINGWORTH, referring to the item
“ Mining Registrar, Mount Magnet, £200,”
enquired the reason for this officer receiving
£25 a year less than the registrar at Nannine.
He did not say the latter received tuo much ;
but, if there waa to be suy difference, it should
be the other way nbout.

Tag PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) said
be did not know the reason for the difference,
but he would have enquiries made.

Mr. WOOD asked for some explanation re-
garding Items 65 to 72 {(Orderlies at £150 each.)

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that the Wardens had asked that orderlies
should be appointed, in order that those assis-
tants might perform the duty ; and, that vp to
the present time,the police had been instructed
te do it. The police were not always available
to do the Warden's bidding. The orderlies
would travel with the Wardens, aund, with
their assistance, the Warden’s work would be
facilitated. )

Mg. A, FORREST regarded the appoint-
ments as unnecessnry. The orderlies would
not be able to live in the remote goldfields
districts upon a aalary of £150 per annum.

Mr. MORAN desired to koow why the
appointments were to be nade at all.

Tar Prewier: Because the Wardens have
asked for thewm.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH, referring to Item 93
(Beward for discovery of goldfields, £1.000)
snid 0 muany rewards had been paid for the
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finding of gold, that the item seemed to be
uncalled for.

TeE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the rewurd would not be paid unless a gold-
field was discovered in an cutirely new district,
such as the South- Western portion of the
colony.

‘Iag ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) remarked that the conditions which
would be attuched to the claiming of the
reward would be so srringent that it would be
very difficult for anyoue to obtain it.

Mr. MORAN regarded the South Aus-
tralian border us the most probable locality
for the finding of & new and payable gold-
field. 1f a valuable discovery were found in a
new guarter of the colony, £1,000 was not
neurly ae large a eum as the colony would
gladly pay to the discoverers.

Mz, ILLINGWORTI thought that a new
goldfield might be brought to light near
Luela, in which case £1,000 would be un
inadequate reward. But that amount would
be too much to give for ay unimportant find.

Tue Premiger (Hoa. Siv J. Forrest) : It must
be a payable field if the reward is to be cluimed.

Mg, A, FORRBET, alluding to Item 94
(Surveys on Goldfields, £1,500), pointed out
that the charges for the surveys in question
were very high. A great inany leases were
applied for, which were not gone on with ; but
in every case, o survey fee of £8 or £9 had to
be lodged with the application for o lease.
The Warden had told him that it would be
more trouble to try and get a refund of the
swrvey fee, when u lease was abandoned before
the ground wos surveyed, than the amount of
the fee, would be worth, In certain canaes,
where the ground applied for was in a
new and remote aren, the fee charged wounld
doulstless prove to be a reasonable ome;
but, very often, the block sought for was so
gurrounded by other surveyed blocks that no
survey wus necessury, and then the fee was
"excessive.  He would like the scale of churges
to be revised. At Kalgoorlie, no fewer tharn
1,500 blocks had been applied for ; and £8 or
£9 for survey in connection with each of these
applications was more than the people ought
to be called upon to pay. .

Pue COMMISSIONER O CHOWN LANDS
(Hon. A, K. Richardsen) replied that the
suwrveyors relied upon the high cost of living
i the goldficlds disiricts to justify their
scale of fees, which was, or was nof, toohigh,
aceording Lo the locality of each block, and the
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amonnt of work that had to be done upon it.

Mr. MORAN trusted that the Minister of
Mines wounld consider the question of making
the gurvey fees on the goldfields so reasonnble
us to encourage the faldng up of leases.

T PREMIER (Hon. S8ir J. Forresk)
said he would bring the matter under the
notice of the Minister of Mines, Of course, it
was to be expected that it would cost more to
survey land on the geoldfields than in the
sebfled agricultural districts.

Mg. A, FORREST asked why Iten 93
{Prospecting for tin, £400) appenred onm the
Estimates.

‘I'ne PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the vote was proposed in response
to urepresentation that hnd been made to the
Government, with a view to endeavuring to
enlarge the present aven of the tin-bearing
fields of the colony. The country, in the local-
ity referred to, was very thickly impeded by un-
dergrowth, aund prospectors for tin nceded
some special encouragement, now that so much
attention was directed to the getting of gold.

Vote put and passed.

My, TRAYLEN reporied thut the Com-
mittee of Supply hod considered the Lstimates
of Expenditure for the Financinl Year ending
30th June, 1896, as recommended by the
Adminigtrator and had, in accordance there-
with, agreed o certuin Resolutions.

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. Siv J. Forrest) moved
that the Istimates be vecowmitted, with a
view to the insertion of the Additional Esti-
mates transmitted Ly His Excellency the
Administrator's Messages Nos. 17 and 18.

Question putand passed.

The House then went into Committee of
Supply.

AddQitional Vote: Medical, £150:

Put and passed.

Additional Vote: Miscellanecus, £850:

Put and pased.

Additional Vote: Supreme Court, £60:

BMg. A. FORRESYT referring to ltems 9, 10
and 11 {Clerk to Chief Justice and Clerk of
Armigns, £110, increase, £20); Clerk to
puisne Judge and Clerk of Arraigns, £110,
incrense, £20; Clerk to tuird Judge, £110
inerense, £20, said, that the Attorney-General
had promised te give the Committee some
information as o whether it was iniended to
make permanent appointments to the offices
in guestion.
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Tee ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hom. 8.
Burt) said that permanent appointinents would

be mnde as soon as the offices became vacnnt.
Vate ngreed tu, ‘

Vote: Works and Buildings, £12,560. ]

Mg. MORAN, referring to Item 134 (Cool-
gardie Gaol, £2,000), hoped that » substantial
building would be eracted, and that strength
and accommodation would not be sacrificed to
architectural beaunty.

Mr. A. FORREST asked the Director of
Public Works, when the erectior of the Court-
house and telegraph offices at Broome would
be commenced.

Tue Premier: The contract has Dbeen let.

Mr. RANDELL referring to Item 183
(Perth, three suburban post offices, £500 each),
asked where the buildings were to be plaged.

Tue PREMIER (Hon. 8ir J. Forrest) said
the sites would be placed to the north, east, and
south, The sites had alrendy been unequired.

M x. MORAN thought that the mewp ost
offices shonld be on the North aideof the river.

Me. R. F. SHOLL bclioved that, having
regard to the cost of maintanining the post
offices, it was proposed fo establish too
many of them. Of course,it was very pleasant
for every pan to have a post office at his own

door, butit would prove expensive to the State. |

There was, however, a great deal to be said
in favor of having a post office at East
Perth. He, however, protested against
Agricultural Halls and Mechanics’ Institutes
heing erected all over the tulony. The ex-
penditure under these heads was growing
very rapidly, and there would be additional
calls from other places next year. It was cer-
tainly o waste of public money ; and ne more
should be expended in erecting buildings at
the public cost whizh were not required.

Tne PrEMIER: They give greab satisfuction.

Mr. A. FORREST, said he had been the first
to protest against the building of publie halls
in the various townships, but he had since
seen rensun to modify his views, although his
prophesy that every district wounld ask fcr an
Agricultural Hall had come true. Bub he
thought the people in the country should
have some place to meet in, o long as they
did not neglect their farms to talk politics.

Me. SOLOMON was glud to see Agricultural
Halls and Mechanies’ Institutes built in the
centres, as the people in the country had few
opportunities for social gatherings. In Perth,
the citizens could go to the Town Hall, and
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of o local meeting plnce, and, in his opinion, it
was a sign of progress to renr such buildings
ns those to which the hon. membher for the
Gascoyne took exception.

Vote put and passed.

Vote: Roads and bridges, £3,450:

M=z. R. F. SHOLL, veforring to the item,
“ Canning-Perth Bridge Road, to Welsh Pool
Turn-off, £1,000,” said he waa of opinion that,
when the Government spent such large sums
of money on roads of that description, they
ghould exercise some snpervision over thew,
in order to see that the road was kept in
proper order by the local governing body, and
also to ensure the money being properly ox-
pended.

Me. RANDELL thought that .£1,000 would
be well gpent on the road in question, becuuso
ibwas in a very bad state, and would, if it
were made a good voad, be used by o Jarge
number of eettlers. .

Me, LEAKL asked if there was uny neces-
sity, to make thisroad good ab all, as it, appar-
ently, would not serve nny purpose whutever.

Trs PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
it provided n highway from the Cunning
district to the Darling Ranges.

Me. A. FORREST said the road wasurgoently
required by a number of settlera who were in
the district, and who had asked the Govern-
ment, by a deputation, to spend asumof money
in maling it passable.

Mer. R, F. SHOLL aaid he doubted the
necessity for the road at all, hecnunse ho did
not think there were many settiers 1o that
district.

Mz. LEAKE moved to reduce the item by
£800. He was of opinion that the road iras nob
required atoll, Would the hon. mewmber for
West Kimberley lell him how many scttlers
there were in the disbrict ?

M=z. A. ForrrsT: About a dozen.

Mg. LEAKE: And ycb they werce usked to
vote £1,000 for the benefit of n dozen settlers.
Most of the land in the locality was included
in large grnats, which had been made in the
past. Therefore, there could be but little avail-
able for settlement. If the proposed amount
of £1,000 had been devoted towards moking
the Canning road passable, in addition to the
money already voled for that work, it would
have served a far better purpose. Besides, he
objected to such large sums being voted for
minor roads. '

Tee PREMIER (Hon, 8ir, J. Forrest) said

rural folks should not be denied the privilege | he had been asked by a deputation from the
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Canning Roade Board, headed by the hon. mem-
ber for Hast Perth, to sabmit the vote to Par-
linment. The deputation pointed out to him
the great dificuity under which settlers in the
district Jabored, owing to the bad state of the
road and, that to comstruct it properly, would
be to provide & suitable highway to the city
from the Darling Range. He considered that
it was o very necessary work.

Mg, WOOD hoped the hon. member, for
Albany would withdraw his amendment, in
soy case. He thought it was advisable to
report progress, in consequence of tha absence
of the hon. member for East Perth, who was
capecially interested in the item.

Me. R. F. SHOLL was of ovinion that if the
rond were intended to form o highway to the
Darling Range, it should be started higher
up.

Mg. GEORGE nsked if it was intended tanat
the Roads Bouard should construct the road, or
whether the Government would call for
tenders for the work.

Tr& Direcror or PurLic Worgs (Hon, H.
W. Venn): The work will be done by the
Government.

Mzr. GEORGE said he wounld support the
wonstruetion of the road in that case, because
he believed it would afford the settiers in the
district the facilities they so much desired,
for carting their produce to the city

Me. R. F. SHOLL considered that the
Government should, when deputations nsked
them to comstruct roads of this description,
enquire for themselves as to how many people
would benefit by the work being done, and
how much cultivation was carried on in the
particular district proposed to be served by
the particular road asked for.

Mr. A. FORREST said thnt, at one time, the
road in question wus used for carting a large
quantity of the meat supply of the city from
Welsh Pool, nnd that it was in such a wretched
bad state that borses in the vehicles actually
died from overwork, owing to the heavy
nature of the road,

Mr. JAMES said he regretted that he was not
present when the amendment was moved, and
he hoped that the hon. member for Albany
would withdraw it. The road was very
urgently required by the settlers in the dis-
trict; and, recently, a deputation, which was
confined strictly to the Roads Board of the
district, and representatives of the residents in
the Canning district, pointed out to the
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Premier thatif this road we e constructed,
much more sgettlement than that which
existed at present, would he the result. He
was informed that there was alarge arca of
land in the localifty available for settlement,
and he strongly urged the committee to allow
the vote to pass.

Amendment put und negutived.

Vote put and passed.

Additional Vote—Educutiopal £300.

Me. RANDELL, rveferring to the item,
“ Public Exhibitions, £200,” asked the Hon.
the Premier to explain what public exhibi-
tiona were.

True PREMIER {Hon. Sir J. Forrest} said
he was not in possession of all the information
he desired to give hom. members regarding
the item ; but be believed that the Minister
for Education intended to introduce a system,
by which the scholars of any school in the
colony, either State schools or private schools,
conld compete for special prizes.

Mz, ILLINGWORTH said he understood
that the idea oft he Minister of Education was,
that every scholar in the colony who showed
special proficiency, but who was unable to
pursue his studies further, should be allowed
to compete for what was known ns an 'ex-
hibit,"” valued at, say, £50. If the hoy or girl
obtained that award, they would be enabled
to go forward in their education. He heartily
approved of the idex,

Mr. JAMES said, that if it were proposed
that the amount of £300 should be wsed for
the purpose indicated by the hon. member for
Naunine, in other than Stute schools,he wonld
strongly oppose it being voted, because he
wasg of opinion that if these competitions were
open to all schools, it would lead to private
schools competing with Government schoola.
He considered that it would be o very don-
gerous element to introduce into the educa-
tion system, and he would oppose the adoption
of the idea as far as he could.

At 6.30 p.m. the Chairman left the chair,

At 7.30 p.m. the Committee resumed,

M=. MORAN, referring further to educa-
tional bursaries, said, that as the principle of
State schools was that public education should
be open to children of all classes and creeds,
therefore any bursary or exhibition prizes
offered by the State, to induce or enable
scholars toenntinue a higher education in a
college or univorsity, shonld he open to all
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youthsin thecolony, whether educated in a
private or public school or taught in
a private family. These higher prizes,
for the advancement of claver scholars, should
be frea to ull, and not be limited to any clusa
of schools. Some hon. members wanted to
make education entirely free to all; whereas
the proposal now was to provide £200 for ex-
hibition scholarships, but to make thewn exclu-
sive to scholars attending or who had been
attending the Stute sehools, The two principles
of free education along with exclusiveness in
the highest prizes were not consistent. In
other colonies, the higher prizes offered by the
State were free to all competitors, no matter
in what school they were educated ; the sole
object being to provide a weans for clever
children continning their education in a
college or university, at the expemse of
State, and za a reward of merit. He
knew that, in Queensland, the scholarships
for attending the university in Sydney werc
open to all Quecnsland youths, without restrie.
tion as to the schaol which they had attended,
and he had himself competed us a scholar.
The present Attorney-General of Queensland
had won his way, by scholarships, to the Mel-
bourne University. If children in this ¢olony
attended other than a State school, for suffi-
cieut reasons, he did not sce why they should
be excladed from competing for these exhibi-
tion prizes. He knew that in Adelaide, four
echolurs educated by the Christian Brothers,
passed the university exawination in that
colony, the other day. Australian universities
were open to all, und why should the State
scholarships not be open to all competitors in
this colony ? To reatriet these exhibitions
would be to inflict a penalty on all children
who, for ressons, could not attend o State
school. These exhibitions should be rewards
to emart scholars, without distingtion as-to the
school in which that smartness had been de-
veloped to the required standard ; and, as the
exclusiveness sought to be enforced in this
matter did not obtain in other matters of
State policy, he hoped these exhibitions would
be open to all.

Tus PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
hehad madeinquiry, since theadjournment, and
found that the intention of the Ministerin offer-
ing £200as educational rewards, was to provide
bursaries for those scholars who attained o
certain standard of education, and might wish
to continue parficular studies, under regula-
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course there would be a limit of age. Any
young person, either attending school or after
leaving i, under w certuin age, would thas
have an oppertunity of qualifying to win one
of these borenries, the value of euch heing
about £20, and tenable for two years. He
believed, the first intention was to muke these
bursavies open to all scholays; bat ke would
be sorry to enter, on this oceasion, into the
gquestion saggested Ly the hon. member for
Yilgarn. As this malter wus not one thas
wonld spoil by being kept, he would make a
prowise, on bebalf of the Government, that
this sum of £200 shonld not be opeu fo any
other than those children who attended the
State schools of the colony, and that vegula-
tions should be framed accordingly, There
was something to be said from the point of
vinw tlmt‘, a8 ounly one system of public
education was to be establicshed in this
colony, the endeavor of Parlinment should
be, to make that system as popular as possible,
so that if any edueational prizes were to be
given by the 3tate, they should be given to
those scholars who attended the Stute Schoals,

Mg. MORAN asked whether, in the case of
children living away from towns, in locnlities
where no Stateschool was available,they would
be excluded from competing.

Tae PREMIER (Hoa. Sir J, Forrest) said
that would be one effect of limiting barsaries
to children attending, or who hud attended,
State schools.

Mx. MORAN said he hoped that this in-
justice wounld be mrde known to the people,
throughout the colony.

Mr. RANDELL said thuat to make these
bursarics available to children attending pri-
vate schools, or under private tutors, a door
would he open to the system of cramming
on particular snbjects, and thut would
be wunfair to children aitending the
Btate schuols, in which ctnmming could
not be practised. He hoped the Govern-
ment would vecomsider the granting of
increasing exhibitions, which had been
lately discontinued, but might well be restored
in the improved circumstunces of the colony
and of public education. Tt was desivable to
offer that advantage again, so that talented
youths might be enabled to continme their
education in one of the universities of
other colonies. He commended to the con-
sideration of the Government, the remarks re-
cently made on that suliject by the llead-

tions to be framed by the Department, and of |, Master of the Perth High School.
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Vote put and passed.

Additional vote—Postal
£3,600:

Me. MORAN expressed s hope that, when
this vote was passed, the Government would
begin the work at once and proscute it
vigorously, as there was n great strain on the
present telegraph line.

Vote put and passed,

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES, 1895-6.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that the only Estimates remaining were
wera the two further suppleinentary votes
contnined in the Message of His Excellency the
Administrator, received that afternoon, and he
hoped the committee would be wilflng to pro-
ceed with them now. He was aware that hon.
members had not had much time to consider
the new itemsin that message; therefore he
would not press the suggestion as to going
on with thewm, but lenve the matter to hon.
members. The new items were simple ques-
tiens which had been before the public, if not
before this House, for zome time; snd the
plans referring to them were on the tible
Jne was the carrying out of a scheme proposed
by the Perth Municipal Council, for the con-
struction of about one and a half miles of
tramway branching from the railway at
Subiaco to the Munieipal reserve in thatlocal-
ity, where the City Council proposed to convey
the nightsoil of the city. That was an ympor-
tant subject, and there was a pressing neces-
Aity for providing, without delay, some hetter
means than the present, for removing the re-
fuse from the city. Whether this scheme was
the best that couwld be devised he did not
know, but the City Council were anzious to
ohtain a tramway for denling with the refuse
on their own large reserve at Subiaco. This
project bad been under discussion and con-
sideration in Perth during the last nine or
twelve months, so that it would not be new to
members of this House. The cost of the tram-
way was eslimated to be £2,300, for alength of
ahout one and a balf miles, The other matter
wag also one which hon, members had all
heard of, and he thonght the committee
might proceed to settle it that evening. It
wag, the making of a short branch railway
from the South-Western line, eastward of the
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£5,300, or perhaps, less, This Dbranch line
would be a great convenience to those persons
interested in horse-racing, and would alse open
up o suburb of the city. He would feel obligedif
the committee could consent to deal with
these two remmaining Estimates at this sitting,
us the session was getting on, and the Govern-
ment wanted to prepare the Appropriation Bill.
As to the Racecourse branch railway, the Torf
Clul had uadertaken that the land should he
given for this line, for anless that were dona
the Government would not undertake the

. work ; and the Club had also offered to

river bridge and near Burswood station, to |
the Perth racecourse, ab an estimated costof | before long ; nnd yet, the City Council and the

guarantee interest on the cost of construction,
though a3 to this gunrantee, the Goverment
did not deem it neceasary, becauge the branch
line would probably pay on its merits, and,
unless the Government thonght it wounld do
go. this work would not have keen recommend-
ed to this Homnse.

Mr. RANDELL, rcfercing to the Subinco
tramway, asked whether the refuse was to be
ron on the reilway to Subiaco, and from that
point en a tramway to the site chosen ?

Tee PrEMIER: Yes.

Mz. MORAN asked what was the object in
view, after getting the stuff there ?

Tue PREMIER (Hon, Sir J. Forrest) said
the City Couneil intended to utilise the refuse
on = sewage farm, upon their own land.

My ILLINGWORTH said be must oppose
this scheme, both as being a wrong means of
disposing of refuse, and a3 heing a most unsuit-
able loeality. ''o continué the discussion of
this subject now would be only a wasta of time,
as 50 important & scheme should not be dis-
posed of suddenly, in a few minutes. He had
spoken, on previous oceasions, upon the merits
of ancther and very differcnt system for the
removal and treatment of city refuse. He was
satisfied that the system of a sewage farm was
bad, and shounld be condemned utterly ; bus,
even if not bad, it would be particularly objee-
tionable in a lacality which was fast Lecoming
populated, and would soon he thickly settled.
This sewage farm would be near the new
cemetery, and close to the fever hospital in
that locality, also near to the Roman Catho-
licOrphanage. [Tur PrExier: Agood way
from that.] The refuse would thus be carried
over ihe railway, through a settled part of the
city, and would be in a locality which must
soon become absolutely the most populous part
of the suburbs. Every inch of land heiween
Perth ond Fremantle would be populated
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Government were proposing to establish a
sewage farm in a place where people were go.
ing to live.

Tun Prexree : That land is all a Municipal
reserve for Perth.

Mg, Mogar : You can’t reserve asmell.

Me. ILLINGWOQRTH : What kind of fence
will keep out a stink ? The Government have
very little land for the purpose required.

Mg, A, Forrest : Thisland belongs to the
City Couneil.

TaE PREMIBE: [t is an endowment of 4,000
acrea to the city.

Mg, ILLINGWORTH said this sewage farm
would be right in the centre of what would
svon be u populous part of the city. He asked
the Government to save time by withdrawing
this proposal,as it could not be carried through
this House.

Tae PremiEr: We have promised the City
Council to do it. What other scheme is there ?

Me. ILLINGWORTH : The Government
are on the wrong track altogether.

TrE PrEMier: [t is not the Government
who are on this track. It is the City Couneil.

Me. TELING WORTH : We are not the City

Council, and we don’t want to ruin the future
of thiseity. all the land on both sides of the
railway, and on both sidesof the river also,
hetween Perth and Fremontle, will become
very tbhickly populated; and this sewage
farm will be the largeat mistake—which the
intelligence of this House will not allow to
pass. .
T'ne Craleman : Hon :members cannot go
on discussing the merits, until I put the
question. ‘The question before the committee
15: Tramway from Subiaco to Sewage Farm,
£32,300.

Mz, MORAN suggested that progress
should be reportad, this proposal being a big
undertaking, which should be ecarefully
considered—this sawage furm would be in
the direction over which sea breezes blew
townrds Perth,

Mgz A, FORREST said, it was a pity hon.
members had not taken the trouble to read
reports in the newspapers, daring many
months past, relating to this subject. The City
Counci! had fought out this question
thoroughly, and arrived at the conclusion, by
an almost unanimous vote, that this was the
only teasible scheme for dealing with the

_¢ity refuse. The city endownment of
4,000 acres at Subiaco was a large
arse  snitable for this parpose, besinse
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the land counld not be sold, and settle-
ment could not come near to the sewage farm,
the surrounding reserve being so large. By
making a tramway to it, the refuse could be
conveyed by railway, without offence, and be
deposited on the sewage furm, The intention
was to deposit the stuff in the sandy soil, and
sow graas for pasturing stock. The stoff had
been buried at the present depdt, close to the
city on the North side, without much nanoyance
even to persons living close to the depdt, bat
that area was small, and surrounded with
settlement ; end o prowmise had been given,
that the depdt would be cloused in a short time.
If the refuse were taken on the South.
Western railway, the same difficulty would
oceur, s there was no lnrge aren reserved near
Perth on that side, and settlement would
increagse, This tramway at Subiaco would
also be wusefu! for bringing firewcod and
buiiding stone into the city.

Mr. R. F. SHOLL snid, the good sense of
the commniittee should reject this scheme for
waking the western side of the ¢ity a dumping
ground for nighisoil. A public park on the
‘West hill had been laid out asa health resort,
and the Municipal reserve should alsc be a
health resort ; whereas, thia sewage
farm would be doing an injury t{o Perth
and Fremantle, and to the whole ecolony,
by heing placed in a reserve which was
intended as a health resort. Passengers
in the night trains between Perth and Fre-
mantle would be subject to the anncyance of
the nightsoil traffic. A site at the Canning,
where land wus not very valuable, might be
obtained, and he would not object to vote for
the purchase of such a site. He symphathised
with the City Council, who had been taking
great trouble in the matter, but this scheme
shounld not be passed. He suggeated that it
be referred to & Select Committee, to take
evidence and report,

Tag PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest)said one
phaae of this guestion which should be kept in
view, was that the City Council had the right,
without asking +his House, to use the
Municipal reserve at Subiaco for treating the
nightsoil ; nnd they counld cart the atuff over
the roads--probably over the new road lately
made by the Government from Hay-street
West to Suviaco, Therefore, the City Couneil
need not ask leave to do what some members
were afraid would be an injury or annoyance.
Thie House could not coerce the City Council
in the matter. The only point was, whether
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the House should sanction the making of thia
tramway., In summer, the south-westerly
winds would blow over the sewage farm
towards Perth, and, in the winter, the north-
westerly winds would blow over that locality
towards the city. If the City Council carted
the refuse by roud to Subiaco, the annoyance
by the public would be much worse than it
could possibly be by conveying the refuse over
the railway at night, one load going to the farm
each night, and a return of emptics coming
back. His own opinion was, that a place on the
east gide of the river would be better, but
land there was very expensive to buy,und a
sufficient arva woull costsome thousands of
pvunds. He had come to the conclusion that
the Governmentshould assist the City Council
in the matter, and leave to them the respon-
sibility of taking the Lest course.

Mr. GEORGE, said he knew, g & mewber
of the City Council, how difficult it was to re-
move the city refuse withoutannoying rome-
body. The late contractor had fried to re-
move the stuff to a new site near the Canning,
but the Roads Boards took action for prevent-
ing the night carts passing overtheir roads, and
so the city conlractor was blocked in that
direction. If this tramway were not made, the
City Council might find it necessary to carl
the refuse over the roads to their reserve at
Suliaco, and that methed would cause more
annoyance, and much more expense to the
citizens, than removing the stufi by tramway.
If the hon. member for the Gascoyne sympath-
ised with the City Council in their difficulty, let
himshow how much his sympathy was worth,
by voting for this tramway, as being the only
practical expedient under che circumstances.
Plenty of lime could ke ov.ained at  Subiaco
for killing upy offensivestench. This method
would not postpone the adoption of odeep
sewerage system in Perth.

Mr. SOLOMON said, the point to consider
was, whether theannoyance would be greater,
or lesa by carrying the refuse over the railway,
as compared with the carrying of it by road.

Mr. MARMION said, he was not altogether
in accord with the Premier on this subject, for
if the City Council cuused a serious nuisance to
the public by sheir mode of disposing of refuse,
Parliament could interfere and overrule the
City Council’s operations. The western side
of the city was fast becoming populated and
likely to be fashionalle. If the remowal of
refuse from the city wns not likely to
disseminate disease, there would be no
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urgent need for conveying it to a distance;
therefore, as it was to be removed
for preventing disease, why should it
be removed to a place thut was be-
coming populous?  Would not the carrying
of refuse by railway cause annoyance and
donger to those persons who travelled in ihe
night trams? A collision with a wighueoil
train would not he plensant, either for the
public or for menbers of this House who
might be travelling homeward ata late hour.
The interests of the city were not paramount
a8 ngainat those of the pe ple of the colony.
The refuse shonld be Jepesited at some con-
venient place nlong the South-Western Rail-
way.

Me. LEAKE asked for an official statement,
as to whether the carrying of city refuse on
the railway at night, would interfere with the
traflic of the ruilway.

Ter COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
{Hon. d. W. Venn) said the question wasnot
easy to answer, at this stage; and he would
not like to cormwit himself to wn opinion
either way.

Mgr. HOOLEY anid the direction of the
Canning would be preferable as a site for
nightsoil, *

Mr. RANDELL said the City Council should
receive every practical assistance in their
difficulty. The arrangements for disposing of
nightsoil had pot been satisfactory to any one
concerned, in the past; nad, as to the future,
there was o question whether the proposed
tramway would defer the adoption of a deep-
sewerage system in Perth, his own opinion
being that it would not. The Perth Common-
age wassandy land, and, the area being lurge,
there was the less likelihood of annoyance
resulting to the public from the establishment
of a sewage farm. The sewuge sita shown
on the plan was about & thousand yards away
from the present railway, and a ridge of sand
intervened between it and the railway, that
being a further protection. In Adelaide, very
little inconvenience resuited from the sewage
farw ; and the present proposal offered a fuir
and reasonable solution of the difficulty in
Perth. The Commissioner of Ruilways should
be able to say definitely, whether this plan was
repugnant to the railway authovities, or
whether it waa likely to be detrimental to the
traffic Ly the night trains. If the refuse were
taken out on the South.-Western Railway, the
same kind of objections would be raised.

Me, A. FORRES! said the present depdt
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for burying nightsoil was only about a mile
distant from thig House, and from the centre
of theeity ; therefore, the objection to the new
and larger and more distant site on the Com-
monage could not be very surious. Any an-
noyandce to travellers by the night trains conld
be only a rewote poasibility ; and members of
this House tr.velling bomeward late by eail-
way would not be likely to come in contact
with the nigh'soil trucks. The intention of
the City Council was, that Aa socn as ten acres
of the sandy ground had been used for burying
the nightsoil, that portion of land he sown
with grass, und stock would be pastured on it,
this method heing likely to bring in
an increasing revenue fo the City Council,
amounting in time to thousands a year. If
this tramway were nol passed by the House,
the City Council would have to cart the refuse
over the roads, and ashort cut would be over
the West hill where some fashionable persons
resided. That traffic by road at night would
be more offensive to the hon. member for the
Gascoyne, and others living out that way,than
to convey the stuff by railway. The City
Council would then be using their own land,
nnd could not be stopped from doing so.

Mg. CONNOR said he was entirely in
sympathy with those who wereopposed to this
vote, nnd he opposed it for two reasons. One
was, that tha locality referred to, would shortly
be the centre of a large populntion, and,
depositing the night seil in its midst, would
not only become a puisance to everyone in the
vicinity; but would also be a nuisance to the
travelling public on a line more used thun any
sther part of the railway system of the coleny.
The other reason wus, that the Council could
sbtnin better sites elsewhere, among which,
one at Midland Junction could be pointed to
13 most suitable.

, Mg, B. F. SHOLL thought, it was unfortu-
nate that this motion ‘shonld have been
brought forward withont members being fully
placed in posseasion of the facts. He wassure,
sveryone was desirous of helping the City
Zouncil in this matter, and no one wished to
slace that body ina dilemma. He noticed, that
che item following the one under discussion,
was for an additional line to the Perth race-
ourse. Now, it appeared to him, that some-
where in the same direction a suitable site
:ould be procured.

sther direction than that of Saobiaco, and he
1lid not Lelieve the citizens of Perth itself
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The Perth City Counecil .
lid not appear to have cast their eyes in any ;
" out sub-section 2 of Clause 15.
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would aupport the proposal.- Buildings were
going up in the vieinity of this site with great
rapidity, and it was absolutely necessary some
other place should be found, It really
appeared, asif the Coancil had not given
suificient consideration to the matter. and if it
became a question of their having fo purchase
land, it wae not likely any objection would be
raised to the Government giving every mone-
tury assistance possible,

Me. MORAN ashed, what area of land was
intended to be used [Mgz. A. ForresT: Thirty
acres.]—It was asserted this site was to e
used only temporarily until the advent of deep
drainage. He, for one, would be glad to see
Perth under a system of deep drainage, but if
this site was only » temporary one, it wag hard
tounderstand the reference of the hon. member
for West Kimberley, who «as aleo Mayor of
Perth, to the fact that they had 4,000 acres
svailable. If deep drainage was tobe a fact,
a8 he believed it would be inside of ten years,
then » temporary site should he procured
sumewhere, where it could not be regarded as
a nuisance. 'There were plenty of places along
the South-Western railway suitable for the
purpose required, without creating a nuisance
at a spot which was going to be the Toorak of
Perth The gelection of a site on the South-
‘Western line, and the voting of money to pur-
chase it, would meet with little objection, but
it would be most singular, if this abomination
were tolerated between two such centres, as
Perth nnd Fremantle.

Me, A, FORREST said that, in making re-
ference to the fact that the City Counecil had
4,000 acres available, he desired to show that
as only e small area ingide of that would be
used, there would be no nuisance. However,
the matter was an important one, and, as there
was only a emall attendance of members, he
wonld move that progress ba reported, and
leave agked to sit again,

Motion puf and passed.

Progress reported, and leave given to sit
again.

PARTNERSHIP BILL.
LEGSLATIVE COUNCILS AMENDMANTS.

The Heuse went into committee to consider
the amendments made by the Legislative
Coungcil in this Bill.

Mgr. JAMES said that the first amendment
made by the Legislative Council was to strike
The sub-sec-

. tion, which provided that partners may give
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notice resbricting the authority of a pariner,
was only inserted to make the law more
clear, and, to strike it out meant thot the law
would be left as at present. He did not
know the object of the Council, but there was
no objection to the etriking out of the sub-
section, and he moved, that the amendment be
agreed to.

Tug ATTORNEY - GENERAT (Hon. S.
Burt) said the sub-section was really only ex-
planatory of the present law, and it waa hard
to understand why the Legislativa Council
bad objected to thia portion, if it did not to
the whole of the Bill. ‘I'he Bili was nothing
mora then s codification of the exiating law.

Motion put nnd passed.

Me. JAMES said the other amendment
made by the Legislative Council was to insert
the words “ and in a Perth or local news-
paper (if any) " after the words * Gorernment
Gazetle” in Section 47, which provided, that
means for giving notices to creditors of the
change in any firm ; and there was no objec-
tion to the amendment. He moved that it be
agreed to, '

Motion put and passed.

The House having resumed.

Tue CHAIRMAN OF COMMIITEES re-
ported, that the Commuttee had considered the
amendmenis made by the Legislative Council
in the Bill, and bad agreed to the same.

Report adopted.

Ordered—'I'hat o message be transmitted
to the Legislative Council informing them,
that the Assembly had sgreed to the umend-
ments ip the Bill.

WESLEYAN METHODIRTS (PRIVATE) BILL.
SECOND READING,

Tee AITORNKEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : 8ir, this is a private Bill which has
been submitted to a Select Comwittee and re.
ported to the House. Theobject of the Bill
is simply to provide that the 'I'rust, under
which the properties and land of the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church in this colony shall
be held in {uture, as a Trust similar to
whut is known aa the Model Deeds of South
Australia. ‘I'ne Wesleyun Church here pro-
puses to take that form of Trust for its
guidance, the reason for that being that it is
under what is known as the Conference of
South Australis, and subject to the jurisdic-
tion of that body. The Church in thiscolony
hos onily adopted the Deed which governs the
Church in Seuth Agatyalin. There is a similar
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Act in all the other colonien. It is exactly the
same in Queensland, nnd to the same effect in
Victoria, Tagmania, and New Zealand. I beg
to move the second reading of the Bill.

Motion put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

tN COMMITTEE.

''ne Honse then went into cominitiee on the
Bill, end agreed to the clanses without dis-
cussion or amendmnent.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LANDS
(P1LIVATE) BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tue ATTOKNEY - GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): This Bill is also & private cne. It
asks that power be given to the Roman
Catholic Church to mortgage lands belonging
to the Church, or lease them for a certain
term, and aleo for power to sell any land
given to the Church by the Crown in times
pasat, or which may be given hereafter, such
sale to be with the consent of the Crown.
This is the scle object of the Bill, and the
powers asked for ore those given to all
Churches. The Church of England has an
exnctly similar Act, nnd so have the Wesleyans,
the Congregationalists, and the Preshy-
terians, I move the second reading.

Motion put and passed.

Bill read n Becond time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The House then went inte committee on the
Bill, and agreed to the clanses without amend-
ment or discussion.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

ELECTORAL BILL.
BECOND READING.

Tre ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): This is & Bill to consolidate and,
amend the laws relating to Parlinmentary
elections. The main object the Government
have in view, in introducing this measure, is
to reduce the period at which a person may
get his name on the Electoral Roll. This is,
the main object of the Bill. The question
might be asked why no attempt is being made
to alter the franchise, and the reply to that is
that the qualificatiou of electors is laid down
in the Constitution Act. The franchise is
determined in this Act, and not the Electoral
Act, and consequently an Electoral Bill cannot
deal with matters which are solely in the
Constitution Act, or alter the qunliﬁ(,:abion a3
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provided under that Act ot present. All we
can do, therefore, is to enable those who are
qualified as electors amore epeedy method of
getting on to the Electoral Roll. There is
vary little alteration, outside of this, from
the present law. Io fact, the latter portion of
the Bill,—that is from Part IIL., relating to
the conduct of elections—is the law at present,
and the only object in having the latter
suctions imtroduc:d here, is, so that
Repgistrars and others will have the whole
of the law before them in a clear
form, without baving to search through
various Acta. The only alterations made in
any of these sections are to bring the law up
to date so far as the Legislative Council is
concerned. Under the existing law, the elec-
torates for the Council are described aas
“divisions” instead of * provinces,” and the
roll of voters appears ae " the registers of
voters” inatead of *‘the electoral rolls™
‘T'bese are the only alterationa in this part of
the Bill, and they are only inserted with the
object of bringing everything up to date.
The main nlterations in the Bill are in the
first fifty sections. With regard to the
elaims of persona entitled to vote, there ia no
slteration in the form of claim. Some hon.
mewmbers way run awny with the idea that
it is & complicated system of claim, but, after
studying the wmafbter, it will be found to be
quite simple. A peracn claiming the right to
vote hes only to answer certain questions,
and his right is at once defined and declared.
Sections 12 and 13 provide the questions which
have to be answered, ard the steps to be
taken in claiming the right to vote, and any
person who reads the Act cannot fail to under-
stand what is required of him. The whole
thing is smost simple. Section 13 also pro-
vides for a declaration on the part of the
claimant. The Government hus thought it
desirable, that there should be a declaration
by persons claiming to be eatitled to be
Placed on the roll, so as to preveut false
claims being mads; but, the legitinate voter
is facilitated in every way, because he can
make bis decluration before & considerable
number of persons who had no power in the
matter before. We have given electors the
opportunity of going before almost any avail-
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able officinl, and the declaration can be signed

in the presence of a Justice of the Peace, or an
¥lectoral Registrar, or the head male teacher
of a Government School, or an Inspector, Sub-
Inspector, or Sergeant of Tolice, or the officer
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in charge of auy police station, or u Post-
master.

Mg. Moran: Why not a private constuable ?

Tee ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt): When the Bill is in com.ittee, I do
not think we will object even to the addition.
All we desire 10 do, is to increase that facilitics
in the way of people making the cluims. Wu
do not propose to compel constalles to caery
forma of claims about with them, but we give
them the power to do so, and no doubt they
will alwaye have them, so that, when a voter
wants a form of claim, he will ask the first
constable he meats, who will have & dozen, and
the voters will be grateful for the way in
which & beneficent Government looks after
them. The step taken of enlarging the
number of people before whom the claim con
be made will facilitate the making of the
cloims to a considerable degree. Section 17,

- which refers to mortgageas and trustees, was,

unfortunately passed in 1893, but is now
included. It isin necordance with the Con-
stitution Act, and is open to no objection.
Clause 20 provides for the preparation of
quarterly rolls. At present, if & person neg-
fected to wpply before February 15th of any
year, t0 have his name inserted on the roll, he
could not apply, ngain until February of the
following year ; but under thie Bill, roils will
be prepared in the inonths of July, Octoler,
January, and April, and this will be found a
great Lmprovement in the existing law. I
wonld like to point out that, when the rolla
were first prepared, it was a new thing, and
congequently a larger number of people
applied to have their names inserted thun
will probably be the case again. The law ia
now being framed to facilitate people getting
on the roll. The rolls will be made up in one
of the quarters of each year, and rovised and
sottled in the next, 5o that every six months a
man will be able to get on to the annual roll se
far as the powertio vote is concerned. Thealter-
ation is, therefor. double as much to the ad
vantage of the voter as the existing law. The
Bill may appear a little intricate, but it has
been impossible to avoid that, becunee we are
desirous of doing all we can to facilitate
persons gualified to vote, while we cannot
touch the Constitation Act. The Govern-
ment have given » great deal of consideration
to the measure, and have satisfied themselves
that it is perfectly workable, and that it is
eagy as socon as you understand it. I have
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studied it, and find it vary workable, and any- |
one can understand it who reads it.

Mg, Ranpenn: What is the effect of the
latter part of Cluuse 32 ?

Tue ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): That is the present law. The reason
for compelling one Electoral Registrar to
inforw another, holding the same office in a
diffcrent diatrict, that a voter from the first
has remaoved into the second district, is, so thut
if a [man applied for registration, witheout
being in the district the requisite length of
time, the Registrar would have some check
against him, owing to the information given
by the officiel of the district the claimant
came from. The residential clause is one which
can not be dome awny with., Although the
rolls will be compiled quarterly, there will
gtitl be the annual roll, and that will have to
be revised every twelve montha. The Regia-
trar is called upon to write the words * dead,”
" left,” or “disqualified,” against the nama of
any person who has died or left the districs.
As will be seen by Clause 30, even if a Regis-

rar knows that & man, whose name is on the
roll, iz dead, he must still send him & notice.
That.shows how careful and considerate we
are. The annual list of persons qusalified to
vote will be prepared in the future as at pre-
gent. ‘The list will be completed in February
of each year, after the rolls for the preceding
quarter have been revised and settled,
As the Courts will be held quarterly, it will be
possible for n man to become qualified to vote
within twe months of the date wpon which he
lodges his application ; hence it will be seen
that this Bill will make an important amend-
ment in the Jaw, which a= it at present stands,
compels an applicant to wait six months for
registration. The revigion of the lists is pro-
vided for in Section 40, which, sets out that
the Begistration Courd shall sit in every elec.
toral distriect on the third Tuesday in the
month of May The Registrars have at pre-
sent to give 28 days’ notice, by advertisement,
of their intention to hold a court, but this
practice has been found to be inconvenient,
because in some cases, the advertisement has
not appeared in time. If, however, the whole
of the apnual revision courts of the colony are
held on the same day, the date will hecome
impressed on the mind of everyone, and people
who are interested in the lists will be able to
attend and claim their vote.

Mg. ILLINGWORTH : Supposing o man hus
moved after he has given notice.
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Tue ATIORNEY-GENERAL (Hon S.
Burt): That is rather begging the guestion.
Under the Constitution Act & man cannot vote,
nnless he has been six 1ronths in this distriet,
and, that Leing so, this Bill cannot help him.
There may be a difference of opinion us to
whether six months is toe long or too short
a period, but that period wus inserted in the
Constitution Act o few yeurs ago, after the
subject had heen thoroughly threshed out.
There is no doubt that some residence qualifi-
cation should be insisted upon. By and bye,
when the population of the colony has greatly
increased, and party spirit rans higher than it
does now, it would never do for enterprising
electioneering agents to form a camp in any
distriet and carry an election by the votes of
mern who were sent to the place to defeat o
political opponert. { think the hon. members
for Nannine and Yilgarn would perceive the
injustice of the law allowing them to be
treated in that way, and would be among the
first to complain if they were ousted by the
votes of 400 or 500 strangers after they had
thoroughly canvassed their electorates and
were satisfied with their chances of success,
relying npon the votes of the residents. We
arenot the first wise men who have consideved
this subject of residence qualification. In
Queensland, it has been found rmpracticable to
enable a voter who leaves a district to carry
his franchise with lum without fresh regis-
tration.

Mg. TLuineworTH: [tis so in South Aus-
tralia.

Tue ATTOBNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): It is a system that can be abused for
party purposes. What would be the effect in
England, where they have plenty of money
for election purposes? It often happeus, that
it is enay to perceive that an election is likely
to occur owing to the illness of the sitting
memher, or other causes, and if the residence
qualification is unduly shovtened, it would be
easy to pick u distriet for party purposes. But,
whatever may be the merits of the six
monthg’ qualification, that period camnov be
dealt with in this Bill. We can only fucili-
tate the registration, of men, who under the
terms of the Constitution Act are entitled to
vote, and thi= is done by the compilation of
quarterly lists, instead of as hitherto applica-
tions for votes, to be made only in February.

Me. ILLINGWORTH : I bave to congrutu-
late the Government upon having brought in
this Bill, and to thank the Attorney-General
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for the lucid way in which he has explained
its scope and provisions to the House, Never-
theless, I am certain that the Bill will hen great
disappeintment to muny people in this colony,
not on account of nny defects in the Bill 8o far
as it goes, buf because they havebeen expecting,
that the amendent of the electornl law this
session, wonld alter the qualifications of votera
in regard to the reridence conditions, which
have disenfranchised sc many men, especially
on the goldfields, up to the present time. As,
however, those expectations cannot be reu-
lised at present, owing to the manner in which
the Constitution Act is framed, and which has
been & source of serious apnuynnce to people
in this e¢olony, I congratulate the Govern-

ment upon bringing in this Bill, going as farin .,

the direction of reform as it is possible at the
presen} time. The anomalies of the present
law are well kmown, Under it, if a man
arrived in the colony on the 20th February, he
could not make an application for registration
until February next year, because he had not
been 12 months in the colony. But, if in the
meantime, he had changed his regidence five
months prior to the date of his application, he
could not make an application in February
12 months after hia arrival, because he had
not regided in one place for six months pre-

vicualy. Hence, I believe, that the quarterly -

revision courts established by this Bill will be
received with great satisfaction by all those
people who understand the Bill, and disap-
pointment will only be due o the fnct, that
many pecple have expected o larger amend-
ment of the Electoral Law than it is poassible
for this Bill to grant. But, while I know that
disappuintment will arise from that etand-
point, I am sure, that it is a
grent improvement upon tshe present law,
It hes been considered to be very vexatious in
the Murchison and Coolgardie diatricts, that
perhaps within an area of B0 or 100 miles
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ing of the franchise as being very extravagant.
[ confess thot I was very much disappointed
with the Bill when I firat read it, but, on
looking int6 it further, und after bearing the
comments of the Attorney-General upon it, I
feel better satisfied with it, und I thank the
Governwent for bringing in the Bill, and the
Attorney-Genersl for the lucid munner in
which be bas put it before the House.

Mg, MORAN : After hearing the Attorney-
General exploip the Bill which is uuader dis-
cussion, I must any that mueh of the adverse
criticiem with which I intended to btreut the
meagure has been disarmed, for I cannct
expect the Government to bring in an amend-
ment of the Constitution Act at the present
time. But I hope that such wn amendment
will be possible next session, and that what the
Attorney-General has said on the subject will
bear that interpretation. I consider, that this
Bill is an imnmense gain to those who advocate
popular rights, and that it will be the fore-
runner of a distribution of seats, which will
give the goldfields three or four times as muny
representativag ns they have at present.
There is 10 doubt that, under the present law,
great injustice was often done to men whose
names should have heen on the voters” roll.
For exunmple, last year 114 miuera were
deprived of the franchise, because they had
gone to arush at Kurnalpi, and an objection
was made to the Regisirar at Southern Cross
ugainst their nmnes appearing on the rol
‘I'ke Registrar, asrequired Ly the law, gave
fourteen days’ notice for the men to appenr
and answer the objection; but such was tha
slowness of postal communication that they

" only heard of the matter after the notice had

* support it.

expired. This Bill will happily render it un-
necessary for p man 1o travel a hundred miles
to cluim his vote, and, therefore, I intend to
I lock upon it as a liberal Bill

! ander the circumstances—the Constitution

there has been only one man who was compe- |
being done at present. I was going to make

tent, under the law, to receive the claims for

registration, and the complex charucter of the |
achedule hae been a source of trouble to back-

woodsmien. The simpler provisions of this
Bill in this respect, and the larger list of wit-
nesses the Bill sdmmits as persons qualified to
accept declarations, are sure to prove of great
public convenience. The principle that a man
may upply at any time is alzo a very good one,
and will assist in putting many voters on the
roll. T welcome this Bill, although I do not
regard the advantages it offers to the widen-

Act being an obatacle in the way of more

a point of a man being allowed to vote upon
his miner’s right, and I regret that that
cannot be dome. Therefore I am gquite con-
tent to vote for this Bill and be thankful for
it, hoping for a more liberal measure when we
get the Constitution A« amended.

Me. RANDELL: I am glad that the prin-
ciple of quarterly registration has been intro-
duced in this Bill, which is a distinct advance
in out electoral law, and one that should be
welcome to the country. The Bill will do
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much to remedy the hardships that have been
experienced under the present Act. There is
no doubt that there is great difficulty in the
way of allowing men who move from place to
Place, to carry their votes with them, without
obtaining a new residence qualification ; but
the Bill renders it easy for qualified men to
get on the roll. If the Constitution Act had
not stood in the way, 1 should have been in-
clined to liberalise the residence qualification,
by making three, four, or five months resi-
dence sufficient in lien of six months. But
I shall certainly oppose any proposal to
render it competent for constables to receive
declarations from intending voters, for we
know that the polica are usually appointed for
their physique, rather than for their mental
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“balf of those who were on the voters’

abilities. If yomare going toallowa constable |

to take these declarafions, you might as well
go a step further, and nllow any man to do
80,

Mg, LEAKE : While I quite agree that at
this stuge we cannot deal more fully with the
qualifications of voters than it is pruposed to
do in this Bill, I hope that the Government
will soon bring in an amendment of the Con-
gtitution Aet to enmable the Houmse to go
farther in the direction of Electoral reform.
I do not say that the Goveroment have
pledged themselves to propose an amendment
of the Constitution Act, but there has been
& gort of balf.promise to that effect, which I
trust will be ¢arried out in connection with u
proposal for the redistribntion of seats. [
believe, that there is o feeling on the part of
bon. members, that legislation of this kind
should be brought forward next session, and
that pext year would be the most conve-
nient time to dissolve. Perhaps, if the Govern-
ment do wot thenm suggest the desired
amendment of the Constitution Act, somebody
else will, either by resolution or by other direct
mesns, The Bill has been fairly well con-
sidered, and with certain amendments in com-
mittes, it will be a measure, that will be bene-
ficial to the colony in giving facilities to the
people to obtain representation in this House.
I shall assist the Government in passing the
Bill, as it is, although not so romplete as I
should like to see it, a fairly good measure.

Me. JAMES : The small weasure of elect-
oral reform contained in the Bill has been

copied from the statute book of Queensland |

where it had the effect of keeping thousande
of people off the roll, and therefore, I do not
think that the Act in question wasa good on-
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to copy. I do not think, that the form of the
schedule which a voter has to £ll up, iz as
simple a8 it ought to ba. I know that I did
not find my schedule & very enay one, and it
is said that the Attorney-Geperal had
a good deal of dificulty in filling up
bis form accurately. I know, that the
schedules of hundreds of voters were
passed, which would not have been passed,
if the law had been strictly carried out.
If the law had been strictly carmed out, one
list
would not have been there. If a Justice of
the Feace were to conscientiously carry out
the provisions of Clause 15, and satisfy himsel{
by enquiry, or otherwise, that all the stafe-
ments of a claimant of a vote are true, Idonot
think that any magistrate would have time to
get through the work, and therefors it is as
well, perhaps, that every justice shounld not
too strictly construe the duties devolving upon
him under that Clanse, although wunder
Clause 16, the justice or other person, who shall
sign any certificate without personal knowledge
or full enguiry of the truth of what is stated in
the certificate, is to be liable to & penalty not
exceeding £50. Itiscertainly to be regretted
that in looking for examples of electoral law
when they were framing this Bill, the Govern-
wment should have copied the most cumbrous
system which is to be found in the whole of
Australia. Tam glad, however, that the At
torney-General is prepared to yield to the
pressuve of outside opinion andis prepared to
recogmnise a just extension of the franchise, but
why should we wait for twelve or eighteen
months until the Constitution Actis amended?
The only difficulty I seeis that, we have to
obtain o certain majority. But the time has
come when the electoral Jaw should be made
more liberal, and we should bring ourselves
into line with the democratic feeling of Aus-
tralia. I do notsee, that it is any reply to the
demand of the country for a liberal franchise,
for the Attorney-General to say “We cannot
give you that, because it can only Le granted
by an alteration of the Constitution Act and &
general election” Jf we listen to a plen of
this kind, we shall be constantly placing
obstacles in the way of giving the people the
voting powr they are entitled to. 1tis not a
good argy nent to s=ny that, the Conatitution
Act c¢p wot be omended, because such an
amer, i nent cannot be made without a dissolu-
ticu .f the House. That is not so, becuuse we
vrended the Consfitution Act lust session and



Electoral Bill.

there was no dissolution. The Government
would not listen to that. I think the Billisa
move in the right direction, but we should
ndopt the system which is in operalion else-
where of the transfer of votes from one place
of an electors’ residence to another, in order to
meeb the requirements of our Jarge floating
population, but the transfers should cnly be
granted under proper restrictions. I do not

think that, votea are so easily bought, asthe .

Attorney-General described. Iam rather of
opinion that the would-be buyer of votes ia
likely to find, that hie device to defeat an oppo-
aent, would recoil upon himsclf. He would
find that the electors have far too independent
a feeling and too much respect for their fran-
chigse to allow themselves to be bought. I
should like to introduce in this Bill a provi-
sion for the extemsion of the franchise to
women.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: You are out of
order. "Thisis an Electoral Bil, it has nothing
to do with the franchise for women.

Mg. JAMES: If it has nothing to do with
the Bill at present, I propose to usk hon.
membera to alter the Bill, so that the en-
franchising of women will have something to
do with it.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
it.

Mg, JAMES: T propose to ask this House
to accept the principle, so fur as this House
can do it. Tt ought to suit even the conserva-
tive Attorney-General to do justice to wemen,
by giving them the vote to which they are
entitled, and which for a very long time, at
wsny rate, would be exercised 1 a conserva
tive direction. I want to sce the principle
recognised, and I will move some amendments
that will test the feelings of hon, members on
this point. ‘The Bill i right enough so far as
it goes, and I intend to try aund help the Go-
vernment to make a good job of it by amend-
ments in committee.

I'ne PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Iam
not at all prepared to say that the Constito-
tion Act requires amendment. T think, that if
those hon. members who desire to alter it will
cust their eyes over the whole of Aastralia,
they will find that our Constitution Actis very
nearly on all fours with the Constitution Act
of the other colonies. In recent years, a great
deal bas heen done to bring our Coastitution
Act abreast of the Acts of the other colonies,
but it seems to me from what the hon. member
who has tastspoken has said, that nothing will

You cannot do
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eatisfy some hon. members, but constant
change. Our Constitution Act provides for a
twelve months’ residential qualification, and so

. does the electoral law of Victoria, a colony that

occupies u prominent place in Australia, and
the world geperally, and has a willion of
I do not think, we need go
any further than Victoria to justify our
Electoral Law. In  Queensland, from
whose Stawute Book this Bill 18 copied,
no man can vote uatil he bas resided for six
moenths in a district, and it seems to me that
our Constitution Act does not require amend-
ment, but that it is suituble to the eircum-
stances of this country. Now, whatever
chstacles there may be in the Bill for getting
on the roll, there are none, which would stand
in the way of » man, who took an interest in
getting a vote, ‘'l'he difficulty the hon. mem-
ber for East Perth speaks of, in regard to the
filling up of the schedule, does not apply to a
case 1n which the applicant applies to be put
on the roll by virtue of rvesidence, but
only when he has to determine, as in the case
of the hon. member, as to whether he should
apply in the capacity of owner, tenant, trustee,
or mortgagee of a properby. There are eleven
questions for the applicant to answer, and ull
of them are very simple; everyone can answer
them’ without any consideration whatever.
With regard to the transferring of votes,
referred to by the non. member for East
Perth, T ean ussure him, and vther hon, mem-
bers, that the Govermment have considered
that gquestion; and we have found, thab it is
impossible to allow the trunsterring of votes,
80 leng as the six months’ residential quali-
fication, provided by the Constitution Act,
exists. It has been found impossible to allow
that practice in the other colonies, and the
Government, guided by the experience of
those colonies, prefer nobt to make such &
departure here. 1t ie surely not unreasonable
to have a provision in our electoral law which
says, that o man shall live in a district a cer-
tain time, before he shall be allowed to vote
for a Parliamentary representative of that
district. People do not come here simply for
the sake of voting, and, therefore, they should
fulfil a residential gualification in a district, in
ordor to understand. its requirements and to
inow something of the people, before they
should be allowed to exercise the franshise.
[n dealing with this measure, we mnst
rempcmber  that it is intended to benefit
not only. those people who are coming
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here, but also for thogse who are already | in order to provide for that which the hon

resident in the colony, and in regard to
those who are already here, but who are
not upon the electoral voll of their district,
the longest they will have to wait after this
Bill is made law, to get their ‘names on the
roll, will be one month from the date of
application, while those who are new arrivals
will, after becoming eligible by six months'
residence, be able to apply ut one Revision
Court to be eurclled, and will receive the
power to vote at the pext Court, beld three
months after. I am glad to find that the
Bill meets with so much favor from hon.
members, and I Felieve it will be found to be
thoroughly workable, and will meet the cir-
cumstances at present prevailing in the
colony.

Tae ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. §.
Burt), in reply, said: Sir, the hon. member
for East Perth, in the course of his speech,
referred to me as the tather of what he
-described as that famous measnre—the Elee-
toral Act. Well, if the hon. member knew
anything about the matter, he would know
that I had no more to do with the drafting of
that measure than his old boot did.

BM=r. James : Iaw very glad to hear it.

Tue ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. 8.
Burt) : The Electoral Act was drafted Qurivg
my absence from the colony, and it was drafted
very hwrriediy towards the end of the session
of Parlimnent in which it was prssed. In view
of that, and aleo in view of the very intricate
subject it dealt with, [ think it has operated
very creditabiy, and I desire to tecognise tho
good work which the framers of it did in
framing it as they did. 'That was, under
the circumstances, very satisfactory. ‘lhe
hon, member for East Perth also questioned
the desirability of adopting the Queensland
electoral law irn regard to the establishment
of quarterly revision courts. I wounld eay in
reply to that, that as the Electoral Act of
1893 was drafted on the lines of the
Queensland Act, it would Yo very un-
wise to a ondopt the provisions of any
other colonial Act na well. The Victorian Act,
for instance, ia a most cumbersome measure
to administer. The mere directions to the
Electoral Eegistrar would fill a good-sized
book. Thehon. member for East Perth said
very little about the Bill itself, and I felt
inclined several times to rise to order wheun
he waa epeaking, especially in regard to his
remarks on the franchise. To amend this Bill

. giving these minor powers.

member wighes, would mean, that the Consti-
tution Act would alse have to be amended,
and I would advise him to bring in an Amend-
ing Bill to the Constitution Act to effect his
purpose, but notthis session. I baveonly one
more remark tonake, and that is in regard to
the statement of the hon. member for Albany
to the effect that the desires of hon. members
wonld be thwarted by the Bill. T think he
weant that hon, membeye would be disap-
pointed, because the Bill cannot be eaid to
thwart the desires of hon. members.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

BUILDING ACI' AMENDMENT BILL.
SECOND READING,

Mgr. JAMES: Sir, I beg to move the second
veading of the Building Act Amendment Bill,
which provides, in the first place, for the repeal
of Section 3 of the Building Act of 1884. By
that section, the provisions of the principal
Act are made to apply only to certain portions
of the municipalities of Perth und Fremuztle,
while the extent of its application to new
municipalities is directed by proclamation
made by the Governor-in-Council. But pro-
vision iz also made by that Act, that any
desired extension of its jurisdiction beyond
the prescribed limits, must be obtuined
on a petition signed by o majority of the
ratepayers. ‘I'hat has been found to be
unworkable, and it ia now desired to amend
the principal Act, hy which it will be made to
4pply to the whole of the Mumicipalities of
Perth and Fremantle and to such other
municipalities, or part thereof nas the
Governor may direct. A  similar pro-
vision is made in connection with the Public
Health Act. By Seclion 4, I desire to give
the Council of a municipality power to make
regulations dealing with the matters therein
referred to. The first of these is, as to the
regulating of the plans nnd levels of sites for
and the foundaticns and sites of buildings.
That is rendered necessary, in consequence of
the fact that buildings are now being erected
in Perth, and eclsewhere on low swawmpy
grounds. I might mention, that this Bill is
copied from a portion of the London Building
Act of 1893, or 1894, which gives very exten-
sive powers to the London County Council to
regulate the erections of buildings in that
city. That Act contains about 200 aectinns,
and, at the end of it, there is a general clause
The provisions,



Building det Aniecndmend Bill.,

which give these powers have, to a large ex-
tont, been copied for the purposes of thia Bill
Then subsection (b} of Saction 4, deals with
the mode in which, and the makerials with
which the foundations and sites of buildings
are to be made, excavabed, filled up, prepared
and completed.

Tue SPEAKER: My copy of the Bill does
not make these provisions which the hon.
member is alluding to.

TEE ATTORNEY-GENERAL:
printe of the Bill, I think.

Tue SPEAKER: There has apparently
been another print of the Bill.

Mgr. JAMES: The print I have contains
these provisions:—Subsection {c) gives the
Muanieipal Councila power to make regulations
s to the thickn2ss and height, and the desecrip-
tion and quality of the substances of which the
walla of buildings may be constructed, At pre-
sent, power is only given toregulate the height
of huildings; and it is desired that furfher
provision, for regulating the quality of the
substances in which buildings are constructed,
should be made. For instance, in some parts
of Perth, buildings which are known aa  jerry-
built houses * are being erected ; and it is the
erection of that class of buildings which it is
desired to prevent by this subsection. Sub-
section (d) is simply a repetition of the power
given in Section 40 of the principal Act, to
regulate the construction and erection, size,
and position of parapets, flues and fireplaces in
any buildings. Bub, I think it is advisable
that thia power should also he included in tho

There are two
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public health, in regard to theerection of build-
ings in thecity. T am under theimpression, how-
ever, that some of these provisions are already
in existence; but, knowing the condition of
affairs that exist at present in Perth, in regard
to the erection of buildings, this House cannot
act too promptly in remedying present evils,
in the interesis of justice. T have, therefore,
mueh pleasure in supporting the second read.
ing of this Bill.

Motion put und passed.

Bill rend a second time.

TRUSTEE ORDINANCE, 1854, ..\MEND-
MENT BILL, 1895.

8ECOND READING.

Tre ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S,
Burt) : Sir, this is a small Bill which has been
passed by the Legislutive 'ouncil, and the
effect of it is to andd oue provision to what hus
been called the ‘I'rustee Ordinance Act (17
Vicet,, No. 10), This provision will enable
the Supreme Court, whenever it makes
an order directing the amle of any lands
for any purpose whatever. to transfer,
by order, the beneficial interest of any party
bound by that decrec ux order of the Court;, as
they way think fit, for the benefit of the pur-
chaser, or of any other party. This scction is
in force 1m the Trustee Ordinance Act of Eng-

- land, und ha. evidently been omilted from the

Awending Bill, in order to prevent its being -

lost sight'of. Subsection (¢} deals with the
very important question of ventilation in
buildinge; while sabsection (&) will prohibit
the use, for purposes of hwwan habitation, of
apy building or part thercof, that was not
originally intended for human habitatio ,
Suhsection (g) which requires that the plaus
and specifications of all buildings or altera-
tions to huildings should be approved of by
the Surveyor of the municipality before the
work is commenced, is also an essential provi-
gsion. The remaining parts of Section 4
provide that the by-laws way apply te any
part of & municipulity, and also provide for
the imposal of penalties, and give a defini-
tion of a building. I desire to move the
second reading of the Bill.

Mgr. RANDELL: Sir, there is very little
doukt that some of the provisions of the Bill
are most urgently required, in the interests of

principal Act of this colony. 1&is a very use-
ful provision, and I am sure there can Le no
objection to pussizg the Bill. [ beg to move
the second reading of the Biil

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time, and committed.

IN COMMITTEE.

The clanges of the Bill were agreed to in
comuittee, without conment or amendinent,
Bill reperted, and the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjouraed at 10.58 o’clock, p.n.



