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minded to be influenced by the emoluments of
office. When the bon. gentleman Said that
thieves of other ptsople's property could get a
title of that property by virtue of posaeshion
for a certain number of years, Surely ho (Mr.
Richardson) did not %vish his argument to bear
the inference that certain people were propos-
ing to steal £20,000 of the taxpayers' money.
under the guise of compeatika. being paid for
the cessation of the grant to Assisted Schools.
This question was one of such importance to
the couutry which so far had heard nothing
of the debate, that ho (Mr. Simpson) urged the
Government to permit the Committee to re-
port progress, and obtain leave to sit again
next week. He moved that the Committee
should report progress.

[While the division was being taken the
electric light was extinguished, leavsing the
chamber in diikness; for some momn.).

The Committee divided on the question that
progress should be reported with the following
result:

Aoes ... .. . ... ... 1

Majority against .. ..
AYES.

Mir. Clarkeson
Mr. Connor
Mr. George
Mr. Hookey
Mr. lllingworth
Mr. Lenke
Mr. Moran
Mr. Moss
Mr. Simpson
Mr. Solomon
Mr. James (Teller).

6
Nos0 s.

Mr. Burt
Sir John Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
M~r. Bassell
Mr. Keep
Mr. Lfroy
Mir. Loton
Mr. Mnrmnioi
Mr. Piese,
Mr. Itandell
Mr. Richardson
Mr. H. WV. Shell
Sir J. G. Lee Staore
Mr. Throssel
Mr. Vea
Mr. Wood
Mr. CooL-worthy

(Teller.)
MR. SIMPSON resumed his speech, urging

that the proposed grant was larger than the
electors of the colony would be willing to con-
tribute to the Assisted Schools. He subsequ-
ently moved that progress should be reported.

Question put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

again.

STOCK DISEASES BILL.
Introduced bytbeArrouNcY-GENsaaL (Eton

S. Burt),ad read a first time.

AD)JOURNMIENT.
Thu [louse adjourned at 12.48 o'clock (mid-

night).

jtgislntibe Lssenibliu,
Tuesday, 24th September, 1895.

.I'essc'ge from is ErcellencyV the Adaefitator,
recominendinj, 1-,rtker Additional E -stinatles Of
Erpenditure-Eat.ra JPostal J-ailitiesjivr North
Perth-Estin,,, 1895-6, further conskk rat jo
in. coin nittre re-conenittedjbor consieationi of
.4dditional J.'sti..ats, also of Farther Additional
EsliintcsParnrshis ill: coandeation of
Legislative Coni' aendna,,ts, in coiatiee-
I1esleyan MIethodists (Private 1611 second

Issnels (Pritc) Bill; second readling, ii. coin-
snittee-detord Bill : second ireasljng-Jlnild-
ing Act Aiend ..ent illA : second ,eodiny-
Truestee Ordinace A nendient Bill : second

-reading ;in, cononiitee-Adjos-nne nt.

Hs SPEAKER took the chair at 4.60

o'lcP.M.
PAYERS.

MES1SAGE FROM RIB EXCELLENCY THh
ADMINISTRATOR.

FOWIEE ADDITIONAL flTiMA fl

A Message was presented to Mr. Speaker by
the Premier, and was read as follows:-

Atax. C. Osow,
Administrator.

The Administrator transmits to the Legis-
lative Assembly Additional Estimates of
Expenditure for the year ending the 30th June,
1896, to the extent of 47,600, and recommends
an appropriation of the Consolidated Revenue
accordingly.

Government House, Perth, September 24th,
1895.

VIrI.-00hIitSSIONER OF DAiLWAYS.

No. on Original Esti-
mate, wbich the
within are to follow.

285 Tramway from Subiaco
to Sewage Farm ..

- Railway from near
Ru' swood to Perth

£'2,300

Encecourse .. X . 5,300

Total ... X. 7,600

EXTXRA POSTAL FACILITIES FOR NORTH
PERTH.

MR WOOD, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether it would he pos-
sible for the Government to give postal Dc-
conumoationl to the residents of North Perth,
either by the establishment of a. post office, or
by placing a plar-box at the corner of Pal-
merston and Brisbame-streets, and also one at
the corner of Lincoln and Burt-streets.
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THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) re-
plied that the Postal Departiment had been
endeavoring to give accommwodation to North
Perth, but, up to the present time, had been
unable to secure a building suitable for a post
and telegraph office. It was intended to
build an office, but, in the meantimne, a pillar-
box would be erected on a. convenient site..

NEWSPAPER COMMENTS ON RAILWAY
INTERLOCKING GEAR.

Ka. RANDELL, without notice, asked
whether the Commissioner of Railways had
read an article published in Satneday's West
Australian newspaper, on the question of
interlocking gear at the Perth railway station.

Twa COMMISSIONER OF' RAILWAYS
(H1on. H. WV. Veun) replied that he had not
read the article referred to, but would do so.

DEbn'rOCH re THE ABORIGINES PRO-
TECTION BOARD.

Ma. SIMPSON, without notice, asked
whether the Govermacant had received the
promised despatch from the Secretary of StaLte,
with regard to the abolition of the Aborigines
Protection Board,

THEm PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) replied
that the despatch from the Secretary of State
had now reached this colony, and he hoped to
be in a position to lay the despatch on the table
of the House that evening or at the next sitting.

ESTIMATES, 1895-4.
ThelHouse went into conmmittee for the

arther consideration of the Estimates.
Vote:- Water Supply. £47,861 15,v. 2d.
M i. R. F. SEI10IJL, referring to the Frewman-

tle water supply, £4,850, said a large amount
of public money had been expended on tis
water service, and the revenue receivted from
those who used the water was very inadequate.
Only £481 was received from householders for
the nse of this water during the financial year
ended June last, while the expenditure in
maintaining the water service, including that
supplied to the shipping and tim railway, was
very large. The smallness of the reventue
from householders showed that the majority
of themn were not paying for the water, er the
money was not dimly collected, or the rate
charged was nut sufficicnt. to repay interest on
the capital expended. A comparison between
the amuount collected at Premantle ,and the
amount collected from persons who used the
water supplied on the goldields, was not in
favor of Frematle.

THE DIRECTOR 01' PUBLICJ WORKS
(Hon. HE. W. Venn) said it was a fact that the
revenue received from the users of the
Government water in Fremantle liad not been
such as might have been expected. Under the
powers of the new Act, the intention was to
levy forthwith a rate of, he believed, Is. i-n
the pound of rateable value. The water supply
in Fremantle was formerly managed by the
Locomotive branch; hut, since the new Act
was passed, the water supply accounts had
been transferred to an officer whose duty it
would be, in future, to see that the revenue
from this source was duly collected and paid.
The new Actgave power to levy a water rate over
the whole of the municipality; and, as this
had now been done, he (the Director of Public
Works) kilt sure the water revenue for the
current twelve months would be much better
than that for the last year. There had, in
fact, been an extraordinary amount of difficulty
in getting the money that w,'s due from those
residents who used the water, in past years;
but that would not be tht case in the future,
as the Act gave power to sue for water rates
due and unpaid. TIhe whole system was
being improved.

Mn. M ARMION askhed what amount of rate
was to be charged, in future.

Tlur DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
said he believed it 'would be is. in the pound.

Mn. MARMION said that although Is. in
the pouind was charged in Perth for the
supply from a private company, a ho had
incurred a large outlay in bringing the water
Isome twenty miles fromn the Darling Bills yet
there was no simiilarity of circumstances, As

between Perth and Freniantlo, such as would
warrant the charging of tbe same rate in both
places. The cost of the supply in Fremnantle
was comparatively small, as nature had -pro-
vided a supply on the spot and the machinery
for pumping was not expensive; whereas the
cost of the water works for Perth amounted
to £160,000 or £180,000. Surely, if Fremntle
had been given a supply by nature, and the
Government had spent comparatively little in
utilisingf the local supply, it would not be fair
to charge the Fremantle people the same rate
for using the water as if it were an expensive
service like the private supply in Perth.

THIS Pasnsra said the amunt Of the rate
in Fremantle had not been fixed yet.

Mr. INIA RMION said he hoped the difference
in local circumistances would be taken into
account when fixin the rate.

[ASSEMBLY,] Rsiintales 1895-6,
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Isis DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. H. W. Vern) said there had been a
tremendousa waste of water in Fremnantle, by
individuals watering their grounds in summer,
and, if, as vanm intended, the water was to be
supplied in such cases by meter, probably
those liberal users would have to pay more
for the quantity used than if they were charg-
ed Is. in the pound on the rateable value of
their properties. H~e would not recommend
the imposition of a rate so high as to be
Oppressive, but the Fremantle people should
pay fairly for the wrater they used. If another
reservoir were made at Monument Bill, it
would probably supply North Fremantle also;
and the further extension of the supply that
was contemplated would give a good water
service to the whole town at a strongerpressure
than at present.

Ma. R. F. SHIOLL said the Public Works
Deportment had been playing with this
question; for afluuigh the new Act with ra-
ting powers had been passed two sessions ago,
no serious attempt to use the rating powers,
and enforce payment of money due had yet
been made. To judge by the small
amount estimated to be received from
this source during the current year,-
only £500 as compared with R"ooodd received
last year-the department evidently did not
inted to take the matter seriously in hand.
Rather than play with the matter in this way,
the Government should hand over the whole
working plant ait a valuation, and let the
Municipal Council, or a private company,
manage the supply on commercial principles.
The bulk of the people using the water in
Frenmantle did not appear to pay at all.

MR. WOOD said the Government should
hand over the water supply, as a going con-
cern, to the T'owin Council-make them take
it. Hse had advocated this course years ago
when residing in Fremantle, and it would be a
good thing to do so now, both for that town
and the colony.

MR. SOLOMON said be could not under-
stand the smallness of the revenue shown for
last year, and he supposed there must have
been a considerable portion of it collected
after the financial year closed. If that were
included, the amount paid by the users of
water fast year would be much larger.

TuE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. ii. W. Veu) said the £500 estimated
to be received this year wa- from householders

only. There was a water revenue from ship-
ping as wroll.

MR. B. F. SHOLL said the amount receiv-
able from shipping for water supplied would
include whatt was paid at other ports along the
coast, as wdl asat Fremantle. As to arrears
being collected from Fremuantle householders,
after the close of the financial year, there
should have been outstanding amounts from
the previous year, included in the last year's
revenue, to make up for that. The Depart-
ment had, in fact, becn playing with the mat-
ter, and not collecting the money that was due.

MR. MORAN, referring to the "' Goldfields
Water Service, £43,011 15is. 2d.," said,
this suve might appear a large one, when added
to the other expenditure o n goldfields ; but, in
the present estimate, not a single new work
wvas included, so that the wvhoe of this money
wvas; required to pay the wvages of caretakers at
the tanks, etc.. the upkeep of existing works,
and the recoup of .£26,611 1s. 2d., expended
under a resolution of this Rouse. He took
this opportunity of reminding the Government
that they should be prepared for fresh
requirements of expenditure on new or
undeveloped goldields, at centres where
the increasing population would want
water and other facilities to be provided by
the Government. Some of the old tanks and
dams along the road would be disused by
travellers af ter the railway was opened. 'Ube
Government might wisely ask their responsible
engineer in the Water Supply branch toreprirt
on works which would probably be required
during the coming summer, so that, instead of
being again taken by surprise, the Government
might be prepared for contingencies on the
Eastern goldfields.

Ma. TLLINGWORTH asked the meaning of
the item 8S Recoup, of expenditure under
resolution NO- 64, 94, £,26,511 15s. 2d;' also
a to what provision was made at Abbot's
Well, in the Nanninec district.

Tit, DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS
(Hon. 1H. AV. Veen) said that as to Abbot's
Welt, the engineer recommended that the well
should be ait the junction of two roads, and
instruction had been given for it to be made
there. 'She Rum of £2266511 i15s. 2d. (ftem 8)
was to recoup the expenditure made previously
out of the vote of £050,000 for goldfields water
supply, &e. Replying to the remarks of the
hon,. member for Yilgarn, he said that if the
provi-lons made for expected new require-
ments on the Eastern goldfields wvere not found
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to be sufficient, more funds would have to b0

provided, and there would bie no stint of funds
for keeping the goldifields supplied amply with
water during the coming sunimer.

Ma. ILL ING WORTH, referring to certain
wcl!s in the Nanninp. district, said the use of
green mulga timber had so tainted the water
that these wells were useless for drinking pur-
pose , .

Tini DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC IWORKS
(Hon. H. W. Veun) said that to cart timber
of a kind different from that .which grew in
the districtand convey it hundreds of miles,
would be a difficult matter. The same trouble
with wells, through using green timberhad
occurred on the Yilgarn railway, but, af ter the
water had been used out of the wells pretty
freely, the objectionable taint disappeared.
Of course gre~on tiulor would not be used for
wells where seasoned timber could be
o:btained.

Mla. SIMPSON was glad to hear that this
matter was going to receive the attention of
the Departtueuit. lie believed that one of the
causes of the water, in one particular well,
beingP in;abad state was that the inulga used
fer timbiering had not been stripped of its barkc.

Vote put and passed,
Vote: Mine-, £25,295:
Mu. MORAN desire-I to publicly express his

waru approval of the m1autner in which the
officeOrs of this Department did their Work, and
the courteous and ob!iging treatment they
always extended to the public. Tlhe vote was
one which, he was sure, would be agreed to by
lieu. mewbers most heartily. There was one
item that be particularly desired to refer to,
and that was with regard to the appointment
of aining inspectors. This new departure, be
hoped, would be attended with every success.
At the same time, hie would urge upon the
same Department the necessity for getting
thoroughily good men for these. posi
tious. IThey wanted pratical men, with
Austral ian experience, and. too much attenttion
should net be Paid to a high sounding title,
representedl by half the letters in the alphabet,
which really signified nothing. Practical ex-
perience was the best qualification for the
position. The work of the Department had
been well done in the past, and there u as
every reason'to ant icipate the same thing for
the future. He would impress upon the head
of the Department the necessity for seeing
that the olileers charged with the administra-
'aceu of affair on the goldieldbi showed no

tudue favoritismn, or arrogated to themselves
undue powers. There was, undoubtedly, a
great future before the mining industry in
this colony; and the Department should be
readily supplied with all the funds requi site f or
its proper development.

MR, Lt. F, SHOLL was sure that if the
Government desired an experiencerd mani, they
could not do better than consult the hon.
member for Yilgarn, who had b umped a
bluey " for some weeks during his election
campaign, and was, therefore, hound to know
all about the golddields, Consequently,it would
be taken for granted that the Government
would follow any course the wisdom of the
hon. me inber suggested to be th e right one.

MR. WOOD said there was one feature he
should like to see introduced into this Depart-
ment, and that was that the. Wardens should
not ho left too long in one particular locality.
He noticed efforts were being made to retini a
particular Warden in one of theu districts, but
he thought it advisable that these officials
should be moved about.

MR- A. FORREST agreed that the manage-
ment of this Department had met wi th general
satisfaction, but, in looking through the Esti-
mates, sonic anomalies were apparent. For in-
stance, the Mining Registrar in the compara-
tively unimportant locality of Naunine was
paid £225 a6 year, while the gentleman filling
the same11 office att the most import.ant centre
of the goldfields (Kalgoorlie), was only re-
ceiving £e200 a year. There was nothing to be
said against the Murchison, but there should
aot be these d iffeorences in the sal aries. The
seggestion that Wardens should he moved
f ront one locality to another ws Ln the right
direction. It would be most advantageous for
the mining industry, if Wardens were not per-
mitted to remasin too long in the one locality,
for, even with the beat man, a&change would
he udvisable. He would say the same thing
of resident magistrates, and any officer who
filled a similar position. It was notorious that
it did not net well to leave anyone too long in
one locality, and, if the changes were general,
there could be no reflection on any particular
Warden.

Tim, PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
marked that hon. members should hear in
mind the fact that the E stimatss of the De-

partn t had been f ramed some months since,
and probably Kalgoorlie was not then such an
important Place as it was now, hut the Minis-
ter of Mines would take every care that the
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salary was proportionate to the responsibilities
of the office. So far as to what had been
said in regard to the removal .of Wardens
was concerned, that was a question upon
which a good deal could be said on
both sidesi, and it would be just as logical
to suggest that the Judges should not
be allowed to remain too long in one0 locality
either. However, Wardens were being con-
tinually promoted, and, in this way, the re-
worals desired by boa. members were being
carried out, without the necessity7 of any
particular alteration in the present methods of
the Department.

AMr. R. F. SHOLL thought the suggestion of
the hon. member for West Perth was a wvise
one, and he hoped the Government would
endeavor to carry it out. To shift the Wardens
about occasionally would be to provide a very
wholesome check upon the way they did their
work. If a Warden did wrong and remained
in the one place, the fact might never be
discovered, but if he were removed to another
locality, it would probably be round out at
once. At the same timue, it should be borne in
mind, that the Wardens were not too well
paid, and, consequently, might be open to
temptation, He (Mr. Shoil) would like to see
them far more liberally treated in the matter
of salary, so that the temptiations in their waj
would be less. So far as the appointment of
wining registrars to important fields like
Kalgoorlie was concerned, he hoped such
positions would be filled, as far as possible, by
the promotion of old officers situated on
goldields which had not progressed to the
same extent as that where the vacancy
occurred.

MR. A. FORREST drew attention to the
fact that the Warden for Dundas had his
quarters !ourteen. miles away froim Norseman,
which was the centre of the field. The Go-
vernment should alter this. The same officer
was not treated with sufficient liberality in the
waiter of forage allowance, considering the
high price of horse feed in that locality; and
he could not understand the refusal of the
Department to supply this particular Warden
with a bicycle. At present, the allowance was

not sufficient to meet the expenditure cast
upou the Warden, if ho carried out his work
properly.

TvE PREMIER (lion. Sir J. Forrest): I1
will mention the matter to the Minister.

Ma, MORAN referring to the items,
Irnspector Of Mines, Eastern Goldfields,

£275," and " Inspector of Mines, Central Gold-
fields, £375," said, he understood the Eastern
Goldfields would comprise the inimense
stretchof territoryfrom Southern Cross, Mount
,Jackson, Mount Darlot, right uip to Kurnalpi,
and the Central Goldfield was correspondingly
large. Neither the salary of the Inspector nor
the forage allowance was sufficient, if the biest
men were to be secured, arnd he urged the
Department to be more liberal. The Inspectors
would have greater responsibilities oven than
Wardens, and the public woul d look to them
for reliable information. A man fit for the
position could command £500 a year at any of
the mines, and the Government should not
offer a salary which could only attract inferior
people. These inspectors would be called
upon, at times, to report on various
districts, and much would depend on
the way in which they carried out their work,
If low salaries were paid, it could only be
anticipated, that persons holding the office
would make up for it in other wvays.

MR. ILLINGWORTH71, referring to the itemu
Mining Registrar, Mount Magnet., £9200."

enquired the reason for this officer receiving
£25 a year less than the registrar at Nanniue.
He did not say the latter received tue much;
but, if there was to be any difference, it should
be the other way about.

TUE PREMIER (Hon. Sir. J. Forrest) said
be did not know the reason for the difference,
but he would have enquiries made.

MR. WOOD asked for some explanation re-
gardinglteins S5to '72 (Orderlies at XiS0each.)

Tnt PREMIEXR (Ron. Sir J. Forrest) said
that the Wardens had asked that orderlies
should bhe appointed, in order that those assis-
tants might perform the duty; and, that up to
the present tiuoe,thea police had beeu) instructed
to do it. The police were not always availablIe
to do the Warden's bidding. The orderlies
would travel with the Wardens, and, with
their assistance, the Warden's work would be
facilitated.

Ma. A. FORREST regarded the appoint-
ments as unnecessary. The orderlies would
not be able to live in the remnote goldfields
districts upon a salary of £150 per annum.

m. O0RAN desired to know why the
appointments were to be miiade at all.

T1us PRIEMIEE: Because the Wardens have
asked for them.

Ma. JLLINGNVORTII', referring to item 93
(Reward for discovery of goldfields, a,1000)
satid so many rewards had been paid for the

Estimates 18015-6. R)Of)
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finding of gold, that the item seemed to be
uncalled for.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
the reward would not be paid unless a gold-
field was discovered in an entirely new district,
such as the South - Western portion of the
colony.

'Ing ATVORNEY-GENE1AT (Hon. S.
Burt) remarked that the Conditions which
would be attached to the claiming of the
reward would be so arringent that it would be
very difficult for anyoue to obtain it.

Ma. MORAN regarded the South Aus-
tiralian border as the most probable locality
for the finding of a new and payable gold-
field. If at valuable discovery were found in a
new quarter of the colony, £1,000 was not
nearly as large a sum as the colony would
gladly pay to the discoverers.

MR. 1LLINGWORTIL thought that a new
goldfield inight be brought to light near
Eucla, in which case £1,000 would be an
inadequate reward. But that amount would
be too much to give for an unimportant find.

THEsPsREMIR (13on. Sird. F'orrest): Itnmost
be a payable field if the reward is to be claimed.

MR.. A. FORREST, alluding to Item.94
(Surveys on Goldfields, X,500), pointed out
that the charges for the surveys in question
were very, high. A great many leases were
applied for, which wveto not gone on with; but
in every Case, a survey fee of £8 or £29 bad to
be lodged with the application for a lease.
The WVarden had told him that it would be
more trouble to try and get a refund of the
survey ice, when a lease was abandoned before
the ground was surveyed, than the amount of
the fee, would be worth. In certain eases,
where the ground applied for was in a
now and rmote area, the fee charged would
doubtless prove to be a reastonable one;
but, very often, the block sought for was so
surrounded by other surveyed blocks that no
survey was necessary, and then the fee was
excessive. He wvould like the scale of charges
to be ,wised. At Kalgoorlie, no fewer than
1,500 blocks had been applied for ; and £8 or
X9 for survey in Connection wit b each of these
applications was more than the people ought
to be Called upon to pay.

THE COMM [SSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Honi. A. It. Richardson) replied that the
surveyors relied upon the high cost of living
in the goldfields districts to juxtify their
scale of fees, which was, or was not, too high,
accordiag to the locality of ech block, and the

amount of work that had to ho done uponit
Ma. MORAN trusted that the Minister of

Mines would Consider the question of making
the survey fees on the goldields so reasonable
as to encourage the taldnig up of leases.

THEu PREMIER (Eon. Sir J. Forrest)
said he would bring the matter under the
notice of the Mintister of Mines. Of course, it
was to be expected that it would Cost more to
survey laud on the goldfields than in the
settled agricultural districts.

Ma. A. FORREST' asked why Item 95
(Prospecting for ti,3 , £400) appeared on the
Estimates.

inn PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) re-
plied that the vote was proposed in response
to a representation that had been made to the
Government, with a view to endeavoring to
enlarge the present area of the tin-bearing
fields of the colony. The country, in the local-
ity referred to, 'as very thickly impeded by n-
dergrowth, and prospectors for tin needed
some special encouragement, now that so much
attention was directed to the getting of gold.

Vote pat and passed.
ME. 'iRAYLEN reported that the Com-

mittee of Supply had considered the Estimtates
of Expenditure for the Financial Year ending
30th June. 1896, As recommended by the
Administrator and had, in accordance there-
with, agreed to cerLin Resolutions.

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES.
THEl'REMIER(Hon. SirS. Forrest) moved

that the Estimates be recommitted, with a
flow to the insertion of the Additional Esti-
mates transmitted by His Excellency the
Administrator's Messages Nos. 17 and 18.

Question put and passed.
The House then wvent into Committee of

Supply.
Additional Vote: Medical, £2150:
Pat and passed.
Additional Vote: Miscellaneous,"£50:
Put and pased.
Additional Vote: Supreme Court, £60:
Mu. A. FORREST referring to Items 9, 10

and 11 (Clerk to Chief Justice and Clerk of
Arraign, £110, increase, X20) ; Clerk to
puisne Judge and Clerk of Arraigns, £110,
increase, £20; Clerk to taird Judge, £2110
increase, £20, said, that the Attorney-General
had promised to give the Committee some
information as to whether it was intended to
make permanent appointments to the offices
in question.
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Tun A'ITOLNEY-GENERlAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said thatperzanent appointments would
be made as soon as the offices became vacant.

Vote .greed tu.
Vote: Works and Buildings, .212,560.
Mn. MORAN, referring to Item 134 (Cool-

gardie Gaol, X22,000), hoped that a substaintial
building would be erected, and that strength
and accommodation would not be Sacrificed to
architectural beauty.

Mn. A. FORREST asked the Director of
Public Works, when the erec'tion of the Court-
house and telegraph offices at Broome would
be commenced.

THE' Parnn The contract has been let.
Mu. RANDELTJ referring to Item 183

(Perth, three suburban post offices, £500 each),
asked where the buildings were to be placed.

Tun PREMIER (Hon. Sir J1. Forrest) said
theositesawould be placed to the north, east, and
South. The sites had already been acquired.

M U. MORAN thought that the nowp ost
offices should be on the North sideof the river.

MR. R. F. S11OLL believed that, having
regard to the cost of mnaintaining the post
offices, it was proposed to establish too
many of them. Of course, it was very pleasant
for every manm to have a post offie at his own
door, but it would prove expensive to the State.
There was, however, a great deal to be said
in favor of having a post office at East
Perth. He, however, protested against
Agricultural Halls and Mechanics' Institutes
being erected all over the celony. The ex-
penditure under these heads was growing
very rapidly, and there would be additional
calls from other places next year. It was cer-
tainly a waste of public money anmd no more
should be expended in erecting buildings at
the public cost which were not required.

THEs ('sEXriE: They give great satisfaction.
Mn. A. FORREST, said he had been the first

to protest against the building of public halls
in the various townships, but he had since
seen reason to modify his views, although his
prophesy that every district would asi for an
Agricultural Hall had come true. But he
thought the people in the country should
have some place to meet in, so long"a they
did not neglect their farms to talk politics.

Ma. SOLOMON was glad to see Agricultural
Halls and Mechanics Institutes built in the
centres, an the people in the couintry had few
opportunities for social gatherings. In Perth,
the citizens could go to the Towrn Hall, and
rural folks should not be denied the privilege

of a local meeting place, and, in his opinion, it
was a sign of progress to roar such buildings
as those to which the hon. member for the
Gascoyne took exception.

Vote put and passed.
Vote: Roads and bridges, £13,450:
Mn. R. F. SHOLLi, referring to the item,

"Canning-Perth Bridge Road, to Welsh Fool
Tarn-off, X1,000," said he was of opinion that,
when the Government spent such large same
of money on roads of that description, they
should exercise some supervision over them,
in order to see that the road was kept in
proper order by the local governing body, and
also to ensure the money being properly on-
pended.

Me. RANDELL thought that .1,000 would
be well spent on the road in question, because
it was in a very bad State, and would, if it
were made a good road, be used by at Jai go
number of settlers..

Ma. LEAK E asked if there wast any neces-
sity, to mnake this road good at all, as it, appar-
ently, would not serve any purpose whatever.

Tan PRF311ER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest) said
it provided a highway froin the Canning
district to the Darling Ranges.

MR. A. FORREST said the road was urgently
required by a number of settlers who were in
the district, and who had asked the Govern-
ment, by adeputation, to spend a sumof money
in makring it passable.

Ma. R. F. SIJOLL said he doubted the
necessity for the road at all, because ho did
not thin k there more many settlers in that
district.

MR. LEAKE moved to reduce the item bjy
£80. He was of opinion that the road was not
required at all. Would the lion. member for
'West Kimberley tell him how manty settlers
there were in the district ?

Mn. A. FoRREST: About a dozen.
MR. LEAKt': And yet they were asked to

vote £1,000 for the benefit of a dozen settlers.
Most of the land in the locality was inel tided
in large giants, which had been made in the
past. Therefore, there could be but little avail-
able for Settlement. If the proposed amount
of £1,000 had been devoted towards making
the Canning road passable, in addition to the
money already voted for that work, it would
have served a far better purpose. Resides, he
objected to such large sums being voted for
minor roads.

Tire PR.EMIER (Ron. Sir. J. Forrest) said

he had been asked by a deputation fromt the



1102 Rsliinaies 1895-6. [ASSEMBLY.1 Estim..ates 1895-6.

Canning Roads Board, headed by the hon.mem-
ber for East Perth, to submit the vote to Par-
lisinent. The deputation pointed out to him
the great difficulty nder which settlers in the
district labored, owing to the bad state of the
road and, that to construct it properly, would
be to provide a suitable highway to the city
from the Darling Range. lie considered that
it was a very necessary work.

MR. WOOD hoped the hen, member, for
Albany would withdraw his amendment, in
any case. Re thought it was advisable to
report progress, in consequence of the absence
of the hon. member for East Perth, who was
especially interested in the item.

Ma. R. F. SHOLL was of ojinion that if the
road were intended to form a highway to the
Darling Range, it should be started higher
UP-

MR. GEORGE asked if it was intended that
the Roads Board should, construct the road, or
whether the Government would call for
tenders for the work.

Tes DIRECTR OF PUBLIC WoRns (HOn. H.
W. Venn): The work will be done by the
Government.

Mu. GEORGE said he would support the
wunstrntknn of the road in that case, because
he believed it would afford the settlers in the
district the facilities they so much desired,
for carting their produce to the city

Mm. R. F. SHOLEL considered that the
Government should, when deputations asked
them to Construct roads of this description,
enquire for themselves as to how many people
would benefit by the work being done, and
how much cultivation was Carried on in the
particular d'stricE proposed to be served by
the particular road asked for.

MnR. A. FORREST said that, at one time, the
road in question was used for carting a large
quantity of the meat supply of the city from
Welsh Pool, and that it was in such a wretched
bad state that horses in the vehicles actually
died from overwork, owing to the heavy
nature of the road.

MR. JAMES said he regretted that he was not
present when the amendment was moved, and
he hoped that the hon. member for Albany
would withdraw it. The road was very
urgently required by the settlers in the dis-
trict; and, recently, a deputation, which was
confined strictly to the Roads Board of the
district, and represeatatives of the residents in
the Canning district, pointed out to the

Premier that if this road we e constructed,
much more settlement than that which
existed at presentwould he the result. He
was informed that there was a large area of
land in the locality available for settlement,
and he strongly urged the committee to allow
the vote to pass.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and piased.

Additional Vote-Educational £300.
MA. RANDELL, referring to the itent,

"Public Exhibitions, £200," asked the Hon.
the Premier to explain what public exhibi-
tions were.

TUE PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest) said
he was not in possession of all the information
he desired to give hen, members regarding
the item; but he believed that the Minister
for Education intended to introduce a system.
by which the scholars of any school in the
colony, either State schools or private schools,
could compete for special prizes.

MR. ILLTNGWORTR said he understood
that the idea of t he Minister of Education was,
that every scholar in the colony who showed
special proficiency, but who was unable to
pursue his studies further, should be allowed
to compete for what was known as an -'ex-
hibit," valued at, say, £50. If the boy or girl
obtained that award, they would bea enabled
to go forward in their education. Re heartily
approved of the idea.

Ma. JAMES said, that if it were proposed
that the amount of £2300 should be used for
the purpose indicated by the hon. member for
Nannine, in other than State schools,he would
strongly oppose it being voted, because he
was of opinion that if these Competitions were
open to all schools, it would lrad to private
schools competing with Government schools.
He considered that it would be at very dan-
gerous element to introduce into the educa-
tion system, and he would oppose the adoption
of the idea as far as hie could.

At 6.30 p.m. the Chairman left the Chair.

At 7.30 pin, the Committee resumed.

MR. MORAN, referring further to educa-
tional bursaries, said, that as the principle of
State schools was that public education should
be open to children of all classes and creeds,
therefore any bursary or exhibition prizes
offered by the State, to induce or enable
scholars toontinue is higher education in a
college or university, should 13e Open to all
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youths in the colony. whether educated in a
private or public school or taught in
a private family. These higher prizes,
for the advancement of clever scholars, should
be free to all, and not be limited to any class
of schools. Some hon. members wanted to
make education entirely free to all; whereas
the proposal now was to provide £200 for ex-
hibition scholarships, but to make thorn exclu-
sive to scholars attending or who had been
attending the State schools. The two principles
of free education along with exclusiveness in
the highest prizes were not cnsistent. In
other colonies, the higher prizes offered by the
State were f ree to all competitors, no matter
in what school they were educated ; the sole
object being to provide a means for clever
children continuing their education in a
college or university, at the expense of
State, and as a reward of mnerit. He
knew that, in Queensland, the scholarships
for attending the university in Sydney were
open to all Quecusland youths, without restric-
tion as to the school which they had attended,
and he had himself competed as a scholar.
The present Attorney-General of Queenslad
had won his way, by scholarships, to the Met-
bourne University. If children in this colony
attended other than a State school, for suffi-
cient reasons, he did not see why they should
he excluded from competing for these exhibi-
tion prizes. He knew that in Adelaide, four
scholars educated by the Christian Brothers,
passed the university examination in that
colony, the other day. Australian universities
were open to all, and why should the State
scholarships not be open to all competitors in
this colonyP To restrict these exhibitions
would be to inflict a penalty on all chldren
who, for reasons, could not attend a State
school. These exhibitions should be rewards
to smart scholars, without distinction asto the
school in which that smartness had been de-
veloped to the required standard; and, as the
exclusiveness sought to be enforced in this
matter did not obtain in other matters of
State policy, he hoped these exhibitions would
be open to all.

Turn PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
heliad miade inquiry, sinceotheadjournment~and
foundtbat the intention of the Ministerine offer-
ing £200 as educational rewards, was to provide
bursairies for those scholars who attained a
certain standard of education, and might wish
to continue particular studies, under regula-
tions to be framed by the Department, and of

course there would he a limit of age. Any
young person, either attend ing school or after
leaving it, under a certain age, would thus
have an opportunity of qualifying to win one
of these bursaries, the value of each being
about £220, and tenable for two years. He
believed, the first intention was to imake these
bursaries open to all scholais; but be would
be sorry to eater, on this occasion, into the
question suggested by the lion. mnember for
Yilgarn - As this mat ter was not one that
would spoil by being kept, ho would make a
promise, on behalf of the Government, that
this sum of .2 00 should not be open to any
other than those children who attended the
State schools of the colony, and that regula-
tions should be framed accordingly. There
was something to be said from the point of
view theet sas only one system of public
education was to be established in this
colony, the endeavor of Parliament should
be, to make that system as popular s possible,
so that if any educational prizes were to be
given by the State, they should be given to
those scholars who attended the State Schools.

MR. MORANf asked whether, in the case of
children living away from towns, in localities
where no Stnteschooll was, available,they would
be excluded from competing.

TeizPREMIER (Ho.i. Sir J. Forrest) said
that would be one effect of limiting barsaries
to children attending, or who had attended.
State schools.

MR. MORAN said he hoped that this in-
justice would be made known to the people,
throughout, the colony.

MR. RANDEIJL said that to make these
bursaries available to children attending pri-
vate schools, or under private tutors, a door
would be open to the systemn of crmmin
on particular subjects, and that would
be unfair to children attending the
State schools, in which cramming could
not be practised. He hoped the Govern-
ment would reconbider the granting of
increasing exhibitions, which had been
lately discontinued, but mighit well be restored
in the improved circumstances of the colony
and of public education. It was desirable to
offer that advantage again, so that talented
youths might be enabled to continue their
education in one of the universities of
other colonies. He commended to the con-
sideration of the Government, the remarks re-
cently made on that subject by the I ead-
Master of the Perth High School.

Estiniales 1895.6 [24 SEmmmra, 1895.]
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Vote put and passed.

Additional vote-Postal and Telegraph,
£3,1500:

AIR. MORA.N expressed a hope that, when
this vote wvas passed, the Government would
begin the work at once and prosicute it
vigorously, as there was a great strain on the
present telegraph line.

Vote put and passed.

SUPPLEM1ENTARY ESTIMATES, 1895-6.

'InE PREMIER1 (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said
that the only Estimates remaining wore
were the two further supplementary votes
contained in the Message of His Excellency the
Administrator, received that afternoon, and he
hoped the committee would be willing to pro-
ceed with them now. He was aware that hen.
nmembers had not had much time to consider
the new items in that message ; therefore he
would not press the suggestion as to going
on with them, but leave the matter to hon.
members. The new items were simple ques-
tions which had Veen before the public, if not
before this House, for some time; and the
plans referrin~g to them were on the hble.
One was the ca-rrying out ofa&scheme proposed
by the Perth Municipal Council, for the con-
struction of about one and a half miles of
tramway branching from the railway at
Subiaco to the Municipal reserve in that local-
ity, where the City Council pr-oposed to convey
the aightsoil of the city. That was an inpor-
taut subject, and there was a pressing neces-
sity for providing, without delay, some better
means than the present, for removing the re-
fuse from the city. Whether this scheme was
the best that could be devised he did not
know, but thea City Council were anxious to
obtain a tramway for dealing with the refuse
on their own large reserve at Subiaco. This
project bad been under discussion and con-
sideraltion in Perth during the last nine or
twelve months, so that it would not be new to
members of this Rouse. The cost of the tramn-
way was estimated to be.£2,300, for alengib of
about one and a half miles. The other matter
was also one which hon. members had all
heard of, and he thought the committee
might proceed to settle it that evening. It
was, the making of a short branch railway
from the South-Western line, eastward of the
river bridge and near Thurswood station, to
the Perth racecourse. at an estiumted cost of

£5,300. or perhaps, less. TIhis branch Line
would be a great convenience to those persons
interested in horse-racing, and would also open
up a suburb of the cityfle would feel obliged if
the committee could consent to deal with
these two remaining Estimates at this sitting.
as the session was getting on, and the Covern-
ment wanted to prepare the Appropriation Bill.
As to the Racecourse branch railway, the Turf
Club had undertaken that the land should be
given for this line, for unless that were done
the Government would not undertake the
work; and the Club had also offered to
guarantee interest on the cost of construction,
though as to this guarantee, the Goverment
did not deem it necessary, because the branch
line would probably pay on its merits, and,
unless the Government thought it would. do
so.-this work would not have been recommend-
ed to this House.

MR. RANDETJL, referring to the Subiaco
tramway, asked whether the refuse was to be
run on the railway to Subiaco, and from that
point on a tramway to the site chosen

Tax Pnsmssn: Yes.
Ma. MORAN asked what was the object in

view, aifter getting the stuff there?
THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest) said

the City Council intended to utilise the refuse
en % sewage farm, upon their own land.

MR. ILLINGWORTH said he muust oppose
this scheme, both as being a wrong eans of
disposing of refuse, and as beinga most unsuit-
able locality. To continua the discussion of
this subject now would be only a waste of time,
as so important a scheme should not be dis-
posed of suddenly, in a few minutes. He had
spoken, on previous occasions, upon the merits
of another and very different system for the
removal and treatment of city refuse. He was
satisfied that the system of a sewage farm was
bad, and should be condemned utterly; but,
even if not bad, it would be particularly objec-
tionable in a locality which was fast becoming
populated, and would soon lie thickly settled.
This sewage farm would be near the new
cemetery, and close to the fever hospital in
that locality, also near to the Roman Catho-
licOrphanage. [THu Paxmxa: Agood way
from that.1 The refuse would thus be carried
over the railway, through a settled part of the
city, and would be in a locality which must
soon become absolutely the most populous part
of the suburbs. Every inch of land between
Perth and Fremantle would be populated
before long ;and yet, the City Council and the



Estimates, 1895-6 £24 Ssrrnnnu, 1895.] Estimates 1895-6. 1105

Government were proposing to establish a
sewage farm in a place where people were go-
inDg to live.

Tan PEMEo: 'That land is all a Municipal
reserve for Perth.

Ma. Moan; : You can't reserve a smell.
Ma. ILLrNOWORTHI: What kind of fence

will keep out a stink ? The Government have
very little land for the purpose required.

Ma. A. FoRREsT: This land belongs to the
City Council.

THE l'awma: It is an endowment of 4,000
acres to the city.

MR, ILLrNGWORTR said this sewage farm
would be right in the centre of what would
soon be a populous part of the city. He asked
the Government to save time by withdrawing
this proposal, as it could not be carried through
this House.

Tan PREMIER: We have promised the City
Council to do it. What other scheme is there?

MR. fljLINGWORTfl; The Government
are on the wvrong track altogether.

THE Panama: It is not the Government
who are on this track. It is the City Council.

MR. 112LING WvORTH: We are not the City
Council, and we don't want to ruin the future
of this city. All the land on both sides of the
railway, and on both sides of the river also,
between Perth and Fremantle, will become
very thickly populated; and this sewage
farm will be the largest mistake-which the
intelligence of this House will not allow to

pagon
Tan CnlAnN; o members cannot go

on discussing the merits, until I pat the
question. The question before the committee
is: Tramway from Subiaco to Sewage Farm,
£2,300.

Ma. MORAN suggested that progress
should be reported, this proposal being a big
undertaking, which should be caefully
considered-this sewage farm would be in
the direction over which sea breezes blew
towards Perth.

Ms. A. FORREST said, it was a pity hon.
members had not taken the trouble to read
reports in the newspapers, during many
months pust, relating to this subject. The City
Council had fought out this question
thoroughly, and wrrived at the conclusion, by
an almost unanimous vote, that this was the
only teasible scheme for dealing with the
city refuse. Tlhe city endowninent of
4,000 acres at Subiaco was a large
art, suitable for this psrpae, bJ.Liae

the land could not be sold, and settle-
ment could not come near to the sewage farm,
the surrounding reserve being so large. By
makin g a tramway to it, the refuse could be
conveyed by railway, without offence, and be
deposited on the sewage farm. The intention
was to deposit the stuff in the sandy soil, and
sow grass for pasturing stock. The stuff had
been buried at the present dep~t, close to the
city on the North side, without much annoyance
even to persons living dlose to the dep~t, but
that area was small, and surrounded with
settlement ; and a promise hasd been given,
that the dep~t would be closed in a short time.
If the refuse were taken on the South-
Western railway, the same difficulty would
occur, as there was no large area reserved near
Perth on that side, and settlement would
increase. This tramway at Subiaco would
also be useful for bringing firewood and
building stone into the city.

Ma. R. F. S BOLL said, the good sense of
the committee should reject this scheme for
waking the western side of thecityadumping
ground for nightsoil. A public park on the
West hill had been laid out as a health resort,
and the Municipal reserve should also be a
health resort ; whereas, this sewage
farm would be doing an injury to Perth
and Fremantle, and to the whole colony.
by being placed in a reserve which was
intended as a health resort. Passengers
in the night trains between Perth and Fre-
mantle would be subject to the annoyance of
the nightsoil traffic. A site at the Canning,
where land was not very valuable, might be
obtained, and he would not object to vote for
the purchase of such a site. He symphathised
with the City Council, who had been taking
great trouble in the matter, but this scheme
should not be passed. He suggested that it
be referred to a Select Committee, to take
evidence and report.

THEn PREMIER (Hon. SirJ. Forrest) said one
phase of this question which should be kept in
view, was that the City Council had the right,
without siting this House, to use the
Municipal reserve at Subiaeo for treating the
nightaoil; and they could cart the stuff over
the roads-probably over the new road lately
made by the Government from Hay-street
West to Suhiso. Therefore, the City Council
need not ask leave to do what some members
were afraid would be an injury or annoyace.
This House could not coerce the City Council
,i the matter. The only point waswhether
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the House should sanction the niaking of this
tramway. In summer, the south-westerly
winds would blow over the sewage farm
towards Perth, and, in the winter, the north-
westerly winds would blow over that locality
towards the city. If the City Concil carted
the ref us by road to Subiaco, the annoyance
by the public would be much worse than it
could possibly be by conveying the ref USe over

the rail way ait night, oue load going to the fsrnx
each night, and a return of emptics coming
back. His own opinion was, that a place on the
east side of the river would be better, but
land there was very expensive to buy, and a
sufficient aua wvul I cost somne thousands of
punds. liehad come to the conclusion that
the Go vernment should assist the City Council
in the matter, and leave to them the responi-
sibility of taking the best course.

MnR. GEORGE, said he knew, as a member
of the City Council. how difficult it was to re-
move the city refuse withoutannoying some-
body. The late contractor had tried to re~-
move the stuff to a new site near thie Canning,
but the Roads Boards took acotion for prevent-
ing the nigh t cartst passing over th eir roads, anti
so the city contractor was blocked in that
dlirection. If this tramway were not made, the
City Council might find it necessary to cart
the refuse over the roads to their reserve at
Sul..iaco, and that method would cause more
annoyance, and much more expense to the
citizens, than removing the stuff by tramway.
If the bon. member for the Gascoyns sympath-
iced with the City Council in their difficulty, let
him show how much his sympathy was worth,
by voting for this tramway, as being the only
practical expedient under Clie circtumstances.
Plenty of limne could he otoained at Subiaco
for killing any offensive stench. This method
would not postpone the adoption of a deep
sewerage system in Perth.

MR. SOLOMON said, the point to consider
was, whether the annoyance wvould be greater,
or less by carrying the refuse over the railway,
as compared with the carrying of it by road.

MR. MARMION said, he was not altogether
in accord with the Premier on this subject, for
if the City Council caused a serious nuisance to
the public by their mode of disposing of refuse,
Parliament could interfere and overrule the
City Council's operation*;. The western side
of the city was fast becoming populated and
likely to be fashioubie. If the removal of
refuse fromt the city was not likely to
disseminate disease, there would be uo

urgent need for conveying it to a distance ;
therefore, as. it was to be removed
for preventing disease, why should it
be removed to a place that was be-
coming populous P Would not the carrying
of refuse by railway cause annoyance and
danger to those persons who travelled in the
night traans? A collision with a uightsoii
train would not be pleasant, either for the
public or for members of this House who
might be travelling homneward at a late hour.
The interests of the city were not paramount
as against these of the pe -pie of the co lony.
The refuse should be deposited at some con-
venient place aloug the South-Western Rail-
way.

li.a. LEARE asked for an official statemnent,
as to whether the carrying of city refuse on
the railway at night, would interfere with the
traffic of the railway.

a COMMISSIONER OF RAILWAYS
(Hon. d. WV. Veu n) said the question was not
easy to answer, at th is stage; and he would
not like to commwit hims8elf to anU Opinion
either way.

MR. HOOLDY said the direction of the
Canning would be preferable as a site for
nightsoil.

DMn. RKNDEIJL said the City Council should
receive every practical assistance in their
difficulty. The arrangements for disposing of
nightsoil had not been satisfactory to any one
concerned, in the past; and, as to thle future,
there was a question whether the proposed
tramway would defer the adoption of a deep-
sewerage system in Perth, his own opinion
being that it would not. The Perth Common-
age was sandy land, and, the area being large,
there was the less likelihood of annoyance
resulting to tbse public from the establishment
of a sewage farm. The sewage site shown
en the plan was about a thousand yards away
f rom the present railway, and a ridge of sand
intervened between it and the railway, that
being a further protection. In Adelaide, very
little inconvenience resulted from the sewage
farm ; and the present proposal offered a fair
and reasonable solution of the difficulty in
Perth. The Commissioner of Railways should
be able to say definitLely, whether this plan was
repugnant. to the railway authorities, or
whether it was likely to be detrimien tal to the
traffic by the night trains. If the refuse were
taken out on the South-Western Railway, the
same kind of objections would be raised.

MRn. A. FORBES I' said the p resent dep6t
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for burying nightsoil wag only about a mile
distant from this H~ouse, and from the centre
of the city ; therefore, the objection to the new
and larger and more distant site on the Com-
monege could not be very serious. Any an-
noyance to travellers by the night trains could
be only a remote possibility ; and members of
this House tr .velling homneward late by rail-
way would not be likely to come in contact
with the nighitsoil trucks. The intention of
the City Council was, that ats soon as ten acres
of the sandy ground had been used for bury ing
the nightacil, that portion of lend he sown
with grass, and stock would be pastured on it,
this method being likely to bring in
an inzressing revenue to the City Council1
amounting in time to thousands a year. If
this tramway were not passed by the House,
the City Council would have to cart the refuse
over the roads, and a, short cut would be over
the West hill where some fashionable persons
resided. That traffic by road at night would
be wore offensive to the hon. member for the
Gascoyne, and others living out that way,than
to convey the stuff by railway. The City
Council would then be using their own land,
and could not be stopped from doing so.

Ma. CONNOR said he was entirely in
sympathy with those who wereopposed to this
vot-c, and he opposed it for two reasons. One
ivas,that the locality referred to, would shortly
be the centre of a large population, and,
depositing the nigh~t soil in its midst, would
not only become a nuisance to everyone in the
vicinity; but would also be a nuisance to the
tra~velling public on a, line more used than any
A-hoy part of the railway system of the colony.
TEhe other reason wats, that the Council could
Dbtatin better sites elsewhere, among which,
Dne at Midland Junotion could be pointed to
isa most suitable.

,MR, R. F. SHO EL thought, it was unforta-
nate that this motion 'should hare been
brought forward without members being fully
placed in possession of the facts. He wassure,
3veryone was desirous of helping the City
Z!ouncil in this matter, and no one wished to
$scs that body inna dilemma. He noticed, that
:he item following the one under discussion,
was for an additional line to the Perth race-
3curse. Now, it appeared to him, that some-
rhere in the same direction a suitable site
-ould be procured. The Perth City Council
lid not appear to have east their eyes in any
Aber direction than that of Subiaco, and he
lid not believe the citizens of Perth itself

would support the proposal. - Buildings wrere
going up in the vicinity of this site with great
rapidity, and it was absolutely necessary some
other place should be found. It really
appeared, as if the Council had not given
sufficient consideration to the matter, and if it
became a question of their having to purchase
land, it was not likely any objection would be
raised to the Government giving every nmone-
tary assistance possible.

Ma. MORAN asked, whet area of land was
intended to be used EMRa.A.FPoRRas; Thirty
acres.J-It was asserted this site was to be
used only temporarily until the advent of deep
drainage. He, for one, would be glad to see
Perth under a system of deep drainage, bat if
this site was only a temporary one, it was hard
to understand the reference of the hon. member
for West Kimberley, who was also Mayor of
Perth, to the feet that they had 4,000 acres
available. If deep drainage was to be a fact,
as he believed it would be inside of ten years,
then it temporary site should be procured
somewhere, where it could not be regarded as
a nuisance. There were plenty of places along
the South-Western railway suitable for the
purpose required, without creating a nuisance
at a spot which was going to be the Toorak of
Perth The selection of a site on the South-
Western line, and the voting of money to pur-
chase it, would meet with little objection, but
it would be most singular, if this abomination
were tolerated between two snzh centres, as
Perth and Fremantle.

Max. A. FORREST said that, in making re-
ference to the fact that the City Council had
4,000 acres available, he desired to show that
as only a small area inside of that would be
used, there would be no nuisance, However,
the matter was an important one, and, as there
wats only a small attenda-nce of members, he
would move that progress be reported, and
leave asked to sit again.

Motion put and passed.
Progress reported, and leave given to sit

again.

PARTNERISHIP BILL.
LEISLATrIVE ConNcis AxNsmnrrs.

The House went into committee to consider
the amendments made by the Legislative
Council in this Bill.

Ma. JAN) ES said that the first amendment
made by the Legilative Council was to strike
out sub-section 2 of Clause 15. The sub-ec-
tion, which provided that paritniers may give
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notice restricting the authority of a partner,
was only inserted to mnake the law more
clear, Rad, to strike it out meant that the law
would be left as at present. He did not
knew the object of the Council, but there was
no objection to the striking out of the sub-
section, and he moved, that the amendment be
agreed to.

Tus ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) said the sub-section was really only ex-
planatory of the present law, and it was hard
to understand why the Legislative Council
had objected to this portion, if it did not to
the whole of the Bdi. The Bill was nothing
more than a codification of the existing law.

Motion put and passed.
Ma. JAMES said the other amendment

made by the Legislative Council was to insert
the words "and in a Perth or local news-
paper (if any)" after the words " Governnt
Sazatte" in Section 47, which provided, that
means for giving notices to creditors of the
change in any firm ;and there was no objec-
tion to the amendment. He moved that it be
agreed to.

Motion put and passed.
The House having resumed.
TH'E CHA IRMAN OF COMMITTEES re-

ported, that theCommittee had considered the
amendments made by the Legislative Council
in the Bill, and had agreed to the Same.

Report adopted.
Ordered-ihat a message be transmitted

to the Legislative Council informing them,
that the Assembly had agreed to the amend-
ments in the Bill.

WESLEYAN METHODRsTS (PHIVATE) BILL.

SEW"N HEADING.

THE Al 'ORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. s.
Burt): Sirthis is a private Hill which has
been submitted to a Select Committee and re-
ported to the House. 'Ibe object of the Bill
is simply to provide that the Trust, under
which the properties and land of the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church in this colony shall
be held in future, as a Trust similar to
what is known as the Model Deeds of South
Australia. I113 Wesleyan Church here pro-
poses to take that form of Trust for its
guidance, the reason for that being that it is
uder what is known as the Conference of
South Australia, and subject to the jurisdic-
tion of that body. The Church in this colony
has only adopted the Deed which governs the
Qhurch inSguth Aqstralia. Therebisa similar

Act in all the ot-her colonies. It is exactly the
same in Queensland, and to the same effect in
Victoria, lasmna, and Now Zealand. I beg
to move the second reading of the Bill.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN CommrreE5.

The House then went into commnittee on the
Bill, and agreed to the clauses without dis-
cussion or amendment.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH LANDS
(PLIVATE) BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): This Bill is also a private one. It
asks that power be given to the Roman
Catholic Church to mortgage lands belonging
to the Church, or lease them for La certain
term, and also for power to sell any land
given to the Church by the Crown in times
past, or which may be given hereafter, such
sale to be with the consent of the Crown.
This is the sole object of the Bill, and the
powers asked for are those given to all
Churches. The Church of England has an

*exactly similar Act, and so have the Wesisyans.
the Congregationalists, and the Presby-
terians. I move the second reading.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN OOMMITTBE-

The Rouse then went into comm~ittee on the
Bill, and agreed to the clauses without amend-
ment or discussion.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

ELECTORAL BILL.

SECOND READING.

THE ATTORNEY -GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): This is a Bill to consolidate and,
amend the laws relating to Parliamentary
elections. The main object the Government
have in view, in introducing this measure, is
to reduce the period at which a person may
get his Dame on the Electoral Roll. This is,
the main object of the Bill. The question
might be asked why no attempt is being made
to nlter the franchise. and the reply to that is
that the qualificatiou of electors is laid down
in the Constitution Act. The franchise is
determined in this Act, and not the Electoral
Act, and consequently an Electoral Bill cannot
deal with matters which are solely in the
Constitution Act, or alter the qualification as
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provided under that Act at present. All we
can do, therefore, is to enable those who are
qualified as electors a more speedy method of
getting on to the Electoral Roll. There is
very little alteration, outside of this, from
the present law. In fact, the latter portion of
the Bill,-that is from Fart Ill, relating to
the conduct of elections-is the law at preent,
and the only object in having the latter
suctions introduced here, is, so that
Registrars and others will have the whole
of the law before them in a clear
form, without having to search through
various Acts. The only alterations made in
any of these sections are to bring the law-up
to date so far as; the Legislative Council is
concernied. Under the existing law, the elec.
torates for the Council are described as
"divisions" instead of "provinces," and the
roll of voters appears as "'the registers of
voters" instead of -'the electoral rolls."
These are the only alterations in this pact of
the Bill, and they arm only inserted with the
object of bringing everything uip to date,
The main alterations in the Bill are in the
first fifty sections, With regard to the
chlims of persons entitled to vote, there is no
alteration in the form of claim. Some hon.
members may ran away with the idea that
it is a complicated system of claim, but, after
studying the matter, it will be found to be
muite simple. A porson claiming the right to
vote has only to answer certain questions,
and his right is at once defined and declared.
Sections 12 and 13 provide the questions which
have to be answered, and the steps to be
taken in claiming the right to vote, and any
person who reads the Act cannot fail to under'
stand what is required of him. The whole
thing is most simple. Section 13 also pro-
vides for a declaration on the part of the
claimant. The Government has thought it
desirable, that there should be a declaration
by persons claiming to be entitled to be
placed on the roll, so as to prevent false
claims being made; but, the legitimate votor
is facilitated in every way, because he can
make his declaration before a considerable
number of persons who had no power in the
matter before. We have given electors the
opportunity of going before almost any avail-
able official, and the declaration can be signed
in the presence of a Justice of the Peace, or an
Electoral Registrar, or the head male teacher
of a Governmtent School, or ant Inspector. Sub-
Inspector. or Sergeant of l-olice, or the officer

in charge of any police station, or a Post-
master.

Ma. Me N : Why not a private constable ?

Thu ATFORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt): When the Bill is in com...ittee, I do
not think we will object even to the addition.
All we desire to do, is to increase that facilitios
in the way of people making the claims. Wte
do not propose to comnpel constables to carry
forms of claims about with them, but we give
them the power to do so, and no doubt they
will always have them, so that, when a voter
wants a form of claim, he will ask the first
constable he meets, who will have a dozen, and
the voters will be grateful for the way in
which a beneficent Government looks after
them. The step taken of enlarging the
number of people before whom the claim con
be made will facilitate the making of the
claims to a considerable degree. Section 17,
which refers to mortgagees and trustees, was,
unfortunately passed in 1898, but is now
included. It is in accordance with the Con-
stitution Act, and is open to no objection.
Clause 20 provides for 'the preparation of
quarterly rolls. At present, if it person neg-
lected to apply before February 15th of any
year, to have his name inserted on the roll, he
could not apply, again until February of the
following year ;but under this Bill, rolls will
be prepared in the months of July, October,
January, and April, and this will be found AL
great improvement in the existing law. I
would like to point oat that, when the rolls
were first prepared, it was a new thing, and
consequently a larger number of people
applied to have their names inserted than
will probably be the case again. The law is
now being framed to facilitate people getting
on the roll. The rolls will be made up in one
of the quarters of each year, and revised and
settled in the next, so that every six months a
man will be able to get on to the annual roll so
far as the powerto vote is concerned. Thealter'
ation is, therefor, double as much to the ad
vantage of the voter as the existing law. The
Bill may appear a little intricate, but it has
been impossible to avoid that, because we are
desirous of doing all we can to facilitate
persons qualified to vote, while we cannot
touch the Constitution Act. The Govern.
ment have given a great deal of consideration
to the measure, and have satisfied themselves
that it is perfectly wvorkabeo, and that it is
easy as soon as you understand it. I have
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studied it, and find it very workable, and any-
one can understand it wvho reads it.

MR. RANDELL: What is the effect of the
latter part of Clause 32?P

THE ATTORNEY - GENORKL (Bon. S.
Burt); That is the present law. The reason
for compelling one Electoral Registrar to
inform another, holding the same office in a
different district, that a voter from the first
has removed into the second district, is, so that
if a ImMI applied for registration, without
being in the district the requisite length of
time, the Registrar would have some check
against him, owing to the information given
by the official of the district the claimant
came from. The residential clause is one which
can not be done away with. Although the
rolls will be compiled quarterly, there will
still be the annual roll, and that will have t~o
be revised every twelve months. The Regis-
trar is called upon to write the words "-dead,"
"-left," or " disqualified," against the name of
any person who has died or left the district.
As will be seen by Clause 30, even if a Regis-
rar knows that a man, whose mne is on the

roll, is dead, he must still send him a notice.
That shows loiv careful and considerate we
are. The annual list of persons qualified to
vote will be prepared in the future as at pre-
sent. Thie list will be completed in February
of each year, after the rolls for the preceding
quarter have been revised and settled.
As the Courts will be held quarterly, it will be
possible for a amn to become qualified to vote
within two months of the date upon which he
lodges his application ;hence it will be seen
that this Bill will make an important amend-
ment in the law, wvhich as it at present stands,
compels an applicant to wait six months for
registration. The revision of the lists is pro-
vided for in Section 40, which, sets cut that
the Registration Court shall sit in every elec-
toral district on the third Tuesday in the
month of May The Registrars have at pre-
sent to give 28 days' notice, by advertisement,
of their intention to hold a court, but this
practice has been found to be inconvenient,
because in some cases, the advertisement has
not appeared in time. If, however, the whole
of the annual revision courts of the colony are
held on the sme day, the date will become
impressed on the wind of everyone, and people
who are interested in the lists will be able to
attend and claim their vote.

MRl. ILLXNG'yOaTHi: Supposing a man ha
moved after he has given notice.

THE ATTORNEY-GENE RAt (lion. S.
Hart): That is rather begging the question.
Ufnder the Constitution Act a man cannot vote,
unless he has been six ironths in this district,
and, that being so, this Bill cannot help him.
There may be a difference of opinion as to
whether six months is too long or too short
a period, hut that period was inserted in the
Constitution Act a few years ago, after the
subject had been thoroughly threshed out.
There is no doubt that some residence qualifi-
cation should be insisted upon. By and bye,
when the population of the colony has greatly
increased, and party spirit runs higher than it
does now, it would never do for enterprising
electioneering agents to form a camp in amy
district and carry an election by the vowes of
men who were sent to the place to defeat a
political opponent. I think the lion. members
for Nannies and Yilgarn would perceive the
injustice of the law allowing them to be
treated in that way, and would be among the
first to complain if they were ousted by the
votes of 400 or 600 strangers after they had
thoroughly canvassed their electorates and
were satisfied with their chances of success,
relying upon the votes of the residents. We
are not the fir-st wise men who have considered
this subject of residence qualification. In
Queensland, it has been found impracticable to
enable a voter who leaves a district to carry
his franchise with him without fresh regis-.
tration.

Ma. ILLINOWORTH: ft is so in South A nm-
tralia.

Tau ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Hon. S.
Burt) : It is a system that can be abused for
party purposes. What would he the effect in
England, where they have plenty of money
for election purposes ? It of ten happens, that
it is easy to perceive that an election is likely
to occur owing to the illness of the sitting
member, or other causes, and if the residence
qualification is unduly shortened, it would be
Easy to pick a district for party purposes. But,
whatever may be the merits of the six
months' qualification, that period cannot be
dealt with in this Bill. We can only facili-
late the registration, of men, who under the
terms of the Constitution Act are entited to
vote, and this is done by the compilation of
quarterly lists, instead of as hitherto applica-
tions for votes, to be made only in Feliruaty.

MR. ILIING WORTH : I have to congratu-
late the Government upon having brought in
this Bill, and to thanik the Attornecy-Ueneral
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for the lucid way in which he has explained
its scope and provisions to the House. Never-
tbeleas, Irea certain that the Bill will bea great
disappointment to many people in this colony,
not on account of any defects in the Bill so far
mesit goes, but becausethey have been expecting,
that the amendment of the electorl law this
session, would alter the qualifications of voters
in regard to the repidence conditions, which
have disenfranchised so many men, especially
en the goldfields, up to tbe present time. As,
however, those expectations cannot be rem-
lised at present, owing to the manner in which
the Constitution Act is framed, and which has
been a source of serious annoyance to people
in this colony, I congratulate the Govern-
ment upon bringing in this Bill, going as far in
the direction of reform aes it is possible at the
present time. The anomalies of the present
law are well known. Under it, if a man
arrived in the colony on the 20th February, he
could not make an application for registration
until February next year, because he had not
been 12 months in the colony. Bat, if in the
meantimei, he had chianged his residence five
months prior to the date of his application, he
could not make an application in February
12 months after his arrival, because he had
not resided in one place for six months pre-
viously. Hence, I believe, that the quarterly
revision courts established by this Bill will be
received with great satisfaction by all those
people who understand the Bill, ad disap-
pointment will only be due to the fact, that
many people have expected a larger amend-
ment of the Electoral Law than it is possible
for this Bill to grant. But, while I know that
disappointment will arise from that stand-
point, I am sure, that it is a
great improvement upon the pr~esent law.
It has been considered to be very vexatious in
the Murchison and Coolgardie districts, that
perhaps within an area, of 80 or 100 miles
there has been nly one man who was compe-
tent, under the law, to receive the claims for
registration, and the complex charmcter of the
schedule hs been a source of trouble to backt-
woodsmen. The simpler provisions of this
Bill in this respect, and the larger list of wit-
flosses the Bill admits as persons qualified to
accept declarations, a sure to prove of great
public convenience. The principle that a man
may apply at any time is also a very good one,
and will assist in putting many voters on the
roll. I welcome this Bill, although I do Dot
regard the advantages it offers to the widen-

lag of the franchise as being very extravagant.
Iconfess that I wee very much disappointed
with the Bill when I first read it, but, on
looking into it furnther, and atfter hearing the
comments of the Attorney-General upon it, I
feel better satisfied with it, ad I thank the
Government for bringing in the Bill, and the

Attorney-General for the lucid manner in
which he has put it before the House.

Ma. MORAN: After hearing the Attorney-
General explain the Bill which is under din-

Icession, I must ay that much of the adverse
criticism with which I intended to treat the
measure has been disarmed, for I cannot
expect the Government to bring in an amend-
ment of the Constitution Act at the present

*time. But I hope that such an amendment

will be possible next session, and that whatthe
Attorney-General has said on the subject will

ibear that interpretation. I consider, that this
Bill is an immtense gain to those who advocate

*popular rights, and that it will be the fore.
ranner of a distribution of seats, which will

*give the goldfields three or four timesas many
Irepresentatives as they have at present.
There is no doubt that, under the present law,
great injustice was often done to men whose

Snaies; should have been on the voters' roll.
For examiple, lost year 114 minlers were
deprived of the franchise, because they had
gone to a rush at Kurnalpi, and an objection
was made to the Registrar at Southern Cross
against their rnmes appearing on the rol:
'Phle Registrar, as required by the law, gave
fourteen days' notice for the men to appear
and answer the objection ; but such was the
slowness of postal communication that they

*only heard of the matter after the notice had
*expired. This Bil will happily reader it un-
necessary for o nmn to travel a hundred miles
to claim his vote, and, therefore, I intend to

*support it. I look upon it as a liberal Bill
"nder the circumstances-the Constitution
Act being an obstacle in the way of more
being done at present. I was going to make
a point of a man being allowed to vote upon
his miner's right, and I regret that that
cannot be done. Therefore I am quite con-
tent to vote for this Bill and be thankful for
it, hoping for a more liberal measure when we
get the Constitution A.rm amended.
* MR. RANDELL: I am glad that the prin.
ciple of quarterly registration has been intro-
duced in this Bill, which is a distinct advance
in onr electoral law, and one that should be
welcome to the country. The Bill will do
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muuch to remedy the hardships that have been
experienced under the present Act. There is
no doubt thatt there is great difficulty in the
way of allowing men who move from place to
place, to carry their votes with them, without
obtaining a new residence qualification ;but
the Bill renders it easy for qualified men to
get on the roll. If the Constitution Act had
not stood in the way, 1 should have been in-
clined to libieralise the residence qualification,
by making three, four, or five months resi-
dence sufficient in lieu of six months. But
I shall certainly oppose any proposal to
render it competent for constables to receive
declarations from intending voters, for we
know that the police are usually appointed for
their physique, rather than for their mental
abilities. If you are going to allow a constable
to take these declarations, you might as well
go a step further, and allow any man to do
so.

Ma. LEAKS: While I quite agree that at
this stage we cannot deal! more fully with the
qualifiations of voters than it is proposed to
do in this Bill, I hope that the Government
will soon bring in ant amendment of the Con-
stitution Act to enable the House to go
further in the direction of Electoral reform-
I do not say that the Government have
pledged themselves to propose an amendmeut
of the Constitution Act, but there has been
a sort of half-promise to that elffect, which I
trust will be carried out in connection with a
proposal for the redistribution of seat.. I
believe, that there is a feeling on the part of
bon. members, that legislation of this kind
should be brought forward next session, and
that next year would be the most conve-
nient timue to dissolve. Perhaps, if the Govern-
ment do not then suggest the desired
amendment of the Constitution Act, somebody
else will, either by resolution or by other direct
meant. The Bill has been fairly well con-
sidered, and with certain amendments in corn-
mittee, it will be aL measure, that will be bene-
ficial to the colony in giving facilities to the
people to obtain representation in this House.
I shall asist the Government in passing the
Bill, as it is, although not so complete as I
should like to see it, a fairly good measure.

MR. JAMES: The small mecasure of elect-
oral reform contained in the Bill has been
copied from the statute book of Queensland
where it had the effect of keeping thousands
of people off the roll, and therefore, I do not
think that the Act in question was a good on-

to copy. I do not think, that the form of the
schedule which a voter has to fill up, is es
simple as it ought to be. I know that I did
not find my schedule a very easy one, and it
is said that the Atos-ney-General had
a good deal of difficulty in filling up
his forma accurately. I know, that the
schedules of hundreds of voters were
passed, which would not have been passed,
if the la-w had been strictly carried out-
If the law had been strictly carried out, one
half of those who were on the voters' list
would not have been there. If a Justice of
the Peace were to conscientiously carry out
the provisions of Clause 16, and satisfy himself
by enquiry, or otherwisie, that all the state-
ments of a claimant of a vote are true, I do not
think that any magistrate would have time to
get through the work, and therefore it is as
well, perhaps, that every justice should not
too strictly construe the duties devolving upon
him under that Clause, although under
Clause 10, the justice or other pet-son, who shall
sign any certificate without personal knowledge
or full enquiry of the truth of what is stated in
the certificate, is to be liable to a penalty not
exceeding £650. It is certainly to be regr-etted
that in looking for examples of electoral law

whea they were framing this Bill, the Govern-
muent should have copied the most cumbrous
system which is to be found in the whole of
Australia. I anm glad, however, that the At-
torney.General is prepared to yield to the
pressure of outside opinion and is prepared to
recognise a just extension of the franchise, but
why should we wait for twelve or eighteen
months until the Constitution Act is amended?
The only difficulty I see is that, we have to
obtain a certain, majority. But the time has
come when the electoral law should he madle
more liberal, and we should bring ourselves
into line with the democratic feeling of Aus-
tralia. I do not see, that it is any reply to the
demand of the country for a liberal franchise,
for the Attorney-General to say " We cannot
give you that, because it can only be granted
by an alteration of the Constitution Act and aL
general election." If we listen to a plea of
this kind, we shall be constntly placing
obstacles inm the way of giving the people the
voting pow( they are entitled to. It is not a
good argti ent to Fay that, the Constitution
Act or 'sot be amendeil, because such an
amer, iteent cannot be made w ithout a clihsolu-
tic~u f tile Rouse. That is not so, becauseL we
%miended the Constitution Act lust session and
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there was no dissolution. The Government
would not listen to that. I think the Bill is a
move in the right direction, but we should
adopt the system which is in operation else-
where of the transfer of votes from one place
of an electors' residencei to another, in order to
meet the requirements of our large floating
population, but the transfers should only be
granted under proper restrictions. I do not
think that, votes are so easily bought, as the
Attorey-General discribed. I am rather of
opinion that the would-be buyer of votes is
likely to find, that his device to defeat an oppo-
nent, would recoil upon himnself. Hie would
find that the electors have fax- too independent
a feeling and too much respect for their fran-
chise to allow themselves to ho bought. I
should like to introduce in this Bill a provi-
Sion for the extension of the franchise to
women.

Tn,, ATTO~tNEY-GENEaAL: You are out of
order. This is an Electoral Bill, it has nothing
to do with the franchise for women.

MEn. JAMES: If it has nothing to do with
the Bill at present, I propose to ask hon.
members to alter the Bill, so that the en-
franchising of women will have something to
do with it.

THE ATTroNn-GENEtAt: You cannot do
it.

Me. JAMES: I propose to ask this House
to accept the principle, so far s this Elouse
condouit. It ought to suit even the conserva-
tive Attorney-General to do justice to women,
by giving them the vote to which they arm
entitled, snad which for a very long time, at
any rate, would be exercised in a connerva
tive direction. I want to see the principle
recognised, and I will move some amendments
that will test the feelings of hon. members on
this point. The Bill ie right enough so far as
it goes, and I intend to try and help the Go-
vernment to make a good job of it by amend-
ments in committee.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest): Ianm
not at all prepared to say that the Constitu-
tion Act requires amendment. I think, thatif
those hon. members who desire to alter it will
east their eyes over the whole of Australia,
they will find that our Constitution Act is very
nearly on all fours with, the Constitution Act
of the other colonies. In recent years. a great
deal has been done to bring our Constitution
Act abreast of the Acts of the other colonies,
but it seems to me from what the hon. member
who hss iastspoken has said, that nothing& will

satisfy somet hon, members, but constant
change. our Constitution Act provides for a
twelve months' residential qualification, and so
doe the electoral law of Victoria, a colony that
occupies a prelmineot place in Australia, and
the world generally, and has a million of
inhabitants. I do not think, we need go
any further than Victoria to justify our
Electoral Law. In Queensland. fromi
whose Stunte Book this Bill is copied.
no man canl vote until he has resided for six
months in a district, and it seems to mne that
our Constitution Act does not require amend-
ment, but that it is Suitable to the circum-
stances of this country. Now, whatever
obstacles there may be in the Bill for getting
on the roll, there are none, which would stand
in the way of a man, who took an interest in
getting a vote. The difficulty the hon. mem-
ber for eat Forth Speaks of, in regard to the
filling up of the schedule, does not apply to a
eae in which the applicant applies to be put
on the roll by virtue of residence, but
only when he has to determine, as in the case
of the hon. member, as to whether he should
apply in the capacity of owner, tenanit, trustee,
or mortgagee of a property. There itre eleven
questions for the applican~t to answer, and A
of them are very simple; everyone can answer

Ithem' without any consideration whatever.
With regard to the transferring of votes,
referred to by the; hon. member for East
Perth, I can assure him, and other hon. mem-

Ibers, that the Government have considered
that question; and we have found, that it is
imlpossible to allow the transferring of votes,
so long ats the six months' residential quali-
fication, provided by the Constitution Act,
exists. It has beene found impossible to allow
that practice, in the other colonies., and the
Government, guided by the experience of
those colonies, prefer not to make such a
departure here. it is surely not unreasonable
to have a provision in our electoral law which
says, that a man shall live in a district a cey-
tain time, before he shall be allowed to vote
for a Parliamentary representative of that
district. People do not come here simply for
the sake of voting, and, therefore, they should
fulfil a residential qualification in a district, in
order to understand its requirements and to
know something of the people, before they
jhould be allowed to exorcise the franchise.
[n dealing with this ,ueasure, we must
remember that it is intended to benefit
not only. those people who are cming
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here, hut also for those who are already
resident in the colony, and in regard to
those who are already here, but who are
not upon the electoral roll of their district,
the longest they will have to wait after this
Bill is made law, to get their 'names on the
roll, will be one month from the date of
application, while those who are now arrivals
will, after becoming eligible by six months'
residence, be able to apply at one Revision
Court to be eurolled, and will receive the
power to vote at the next Court, held three
months after. I am glad to find that the
Bill meets with So much favor from hon.
members, and I l'elieve it wvill be found to be
thoroughly workable, and will meet the cir-
cumstances at present prevailing in the
colony.

THE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Eon. S.
Burt), in reply, said: Sir, the him. member
for East Perth, in the course of his Speech,
referred to me as the father of what he
described as that famous measuire-the Ele-

toral Act. Well, if the hon. member knew
anything about the matter, he would know
that I had no more to do with the drafting of
that measure than his old boot did.

MR. JAMES; I Ma very glad to hear it.
THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Hon. S.

Burt) :The Electoral Act was drafted during
my absence from the colony, audit wast drafted
very hurriedly towards the end of the session
of Parliament in which it was passed. In view
of that, and also in view of the very intricate
subject it dealt with, I think it has operated
very creditably, and I desire to recognise the
good work which the framers of it dlid in
framing it as they did. That was, under
the circumstances, very satisfactory. The
hon. member for East Perth also qlnestioned
the desirability of adopting the Queensland
electoral law in regard to the establishment
of quarterly revision courts. I would say in
reply to that, that as the Electoral Act of
1893 was drafted on the lines of the
Queensland Act, it would be very un-
wise to a adopt the provisions of any
other colonial Act as well. The Victorian Act,
for instance, is a most cumbersome measure
to administer. The mere directions to the
Electoral Registrar would fill a good-sized
book. The hon. member for East Perth said
very little about the Bill itself, and I felt
inclined several times to rise to order when
he was speaking, especially in regard to his
remarks on the franchise. To amend this Hill

in order to provide for that which the hoe
member wishes, would mean, that the Consti-
tution Act would also have to be amended,
and I would advise him to bring in an Amend-
ing BiUl to the Constitution Act to effect his
purpose, but not this Session. I haveonly one
more remark to make, and that is in regard to
the statement of the hon. member for Albany
to the effect that the desires of hon. members
would be thwarted by the Bill. I think he
meant that bon. membeyre would be disap-
pointed, because the Bill cannot be said to
thwart the desires of hen, members.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

BUILDING ACI' AMENnMENT BILL.
SECOND) READING.

Me. JAMESt Sir, I beg to move the second
reading of the B~ilding Act Amiendment Bill,
which provides, in the first place, for the repeal
oif Section 3 of the Building Act of 1884. By
that section, the provisions of the principal
Act are made to apply only to certain portions
of the municipalities of Perth and Fremantle,
while the extent of its application to new
municipalities is directed by proclamation
made by the Governor-in-Counicil. But pro-
vision is also made by that Act, that any
desired extension of its jurisdiction beyond
the prescribed limits, must be obtained
on a petition signed by it majority of the
ratepayers. That has been found to be
unworkable, and it is now desired to amend
the principal Act, by which it will be made to
apply to the whole of the Municipalities of
Perth and Fremnantle and to such other
municipalities, or part thereof as the
Governor may direct. A similar pro-
vision is made in connection with the Public
Health Act. By Section 4, 1 desire to give
the Council of a municipality power to make
regulations dealing with the matters therein
referred to. The first of these is, as to the
regulating of the plans and levels of sites for
and the foundations and sites of buildings.
That is rendered necessary, in consequence of
the fact that buildings are now being erected
in Perth, and elsewhere on low swampy
grounds. I might mention, that this Bill is
copied from a portion of the London Building
Act of 1893, or 1894, which gives very exten-
sive powers to the London County Council to
regulate the erections of buildings in that
city. That Act contains about 200 sections,
and, at the end of it, there is a general clause
giving these minor powers. The provisions.
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which give these powers have, to a large ex-
tent, been copied for the purposes of this Bill
Then subsection (b) of Section 4, deals with
the mode in which, and the materials with
which the foundations and sites of buildings
are to be made, excavated, filled up, prepared
and completed.

TnE SPEAKER: My Copy of the Bill does
not make these provisions which the bon.
member is alluding to.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: There are two
prints of the Bill, I think.

THE SPEAKER: There has apparently
been another print of the Bill.

Ma. JTAMES: The print I have contains
these provisions:-Snbseetion (c) gives the
Municipal Councils power to make regulations
as to the thicknesas and height, and the descrip-
tion and quality of the substances of which the
wallIs of buildings may be constructed. A t pro-
sent, power is only given to regulate the height
of buildings; and it is desired that further
provision, for regulating the quality of the
substances in which buildings axe constructed.
should be made. For instance, in some parts
of Perth, buildings which are known as " jerry-
built houses" are being erected; and it is the
erection of that class ot buildings which it is
desired to prevent by this Subsection. Sub-
suction (d) is simply a repetition of the power
given in Section 40 of the principal Act, to
regulate the construction and erection, size.
and position of parapets, flues and fireplaces in
any buildings. But, I think it is advisable
that this power should also be included in the
Amnending Bill, in order to prevent its being
lost sight of. Subsection (c) deals with the
very important question of ventilation in
buildings; while subsection (4t) will prohibit
the use, for purposes of human habitation, of
any building or part thereof, that was not
originally intended for human habitatio
Subsection (y) which requires that the plans
and Specifications of all buildings or altera-
tions to buildings should be approved of by
the Surveyor of the municipality before the
work is Commenced, is also an essential provi-
Sion. The remaining parts of Section 4
provide that the by-laws may apply to any
part of a municipality, and also provide for
the imposal of penalties, and give a defini-
tion of a building. I desire to move the
second reading of the Bill.

Ms. RANDELL: Sir, there is very little
doubt that sonic of the p~rovisions of the Bill
are most urgently required, in the interests of

public health, in regard to theerection of build-
ings in tbecity. Tani undertheimpression, how-
ever, that some of these provisions are already
in existence; but, knowing the condition Of
affairs that exist at present in Perth, in regard
to the erection of buildings, this House cannot
act too promptly in remedying present evils,
in the interests of justice. I have, therefore,
much pleasure in supporting the second read-
ing of this Bill.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

TRUSTEE ORDINANCE, 1854, 2AMEND-
MENT BILL, 1895.

SECOND READING.

'PHE ATTORNEY - GENERAL (Bon. S.
Burt) : Sir, this is a Small IHill which has been
passed by the Legislative Council, and the
effect of it is to add one provision to what has
been called the Trustee Ordinance Act (1'?
Viet., No. 10). This provision wilt enable
the Supreme Court, whenever it makes
an order directing the axle of any lands
for any purpose whatever, to transfer,
by order, the beneficial interest of any party
bound by that decree or order of the Court, as
they may think fit, for the benefit of the pur-
chaser, or of any other patty. This section is
in force in the Trustee Ordinance Act of Eng-
land, and ha- evidently been omitted from the
principal Act of this colony. It is a very use-
fnl provision, and I ami suru there can be no
objection to passing the Bill. I beg to move
the second reading of the Bill.

Motion put and passed.

Bill rend a second time, and committed.

IN COMMITTEE.

The clauses of the Bill wore agreed to in
committee, without comment or amendment.

Bill reported, and the report adopted.

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 10.58 o'clock. p.m.


